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D Y wWwHEREIN, 
The Church of Gol. may ſafely walk ( amid{t.the 


many diſtrations wh&ewith ſhe is now intangled ) and 
happily artive ( by Gods hleising ) at a City of 
Habitation. FORE” _— 
fo Marked ont unto Her ; 


By the moſt Juditious Travellers , and experienced 
: Guides of out Times: | 


tr) ivers - Reverend and Learned Dtivanes, 


Printed in the Year, 
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learned Soveraigne, in the Epiſtle of 


Is. CasaUus on toCardinall P xs x- 
R 0 N, upon the 34 Obſeryation, 


He King thinketh that the number of things abſolutely ne. 
ceſſary to (alvarion 15 not great. Wherefore his Majeſty is of 
opinion that there isno readier way to a generall accord, | 
than diligently to ſever neceſſaty points from unneceſlary ; 
and ſo thatthere be a conlent in the neceſlary articles,in the other un> 
neceflary place may be given to Chnitian Liberty, The King judg- 
eth thoſe Points ſimply neceſſary , which are either exprefly in the 
word of God commanded to be belcived or done,or colle&ed out of 


diſtin ion were well applyed tothedeciding of Controverſies at this 
day,and divine Lawes fairely ſevered from poſitive or Eccleſiaſtical] 
Conſtitutionszit 1s very likely that oodly and moderate men would 
notlong be atany variance in things abſolutely neceſſary, For they 
are but tew.as we ſaid before; and they are already almoſt acreed up- 
on among all that call themſelves Chnttians, And further ,his Maje- 
ſie doth lo approve of the former diſtinion, and eſtecmes it to be of 
ſuch moment for the leflening and fetling of Controverſies ( which 
| arthis day ſo much vex the Church. of Chriſt,) that in his judgement 
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M- Hookex in his Anſwer to 
M* Txavsar 5$,at the end, 


Ith there can come norhing of contention but the mutuall waſt 
of che parties contending, t:ll a common Enimy dance in the 
hes of them both; J doe wiſh hearuly , thac the grave advice 
which Con/tantine gave torreuniting of his Clergy , ſo many 


the word by the ancient Church, by immediate conſequence, If this | 


it isthe dury of all godly men that love truth and peace mo diligent. | 
| 1y to reach, prefie,and urge it, ; 


5 
þ 


rimes upon ſo {mall occaſions in lo lamentable ſort divided ; or ra- 


- 92 ther | 
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| be divided at all,may art the length it be tus bleſſed will,prevaile ſo 
farre,at the leaſt in this corner of the Chriſtian world,to the burying 


—— 
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ther,the tri eommandment of Chriſt unto his, that they ſhould not 


and quite forgetting of ſtrife,togerher with the cauſes which have ci- 
ther bred it or brought ir up; that rhings of (mall moment never dif- 
joyne chem, whom one God , one Lord, one Faith, one Spirit, one 
Bapriſme,bands of ſo great force, have linked; that a reſpeCtive eye 
towards things wherevvith ve ſhonld not be diſquiered,, make us not, 
as through infirmiry the very Patriarchs themſelves were,full gorged, 
unable to ſpeake peaceably to their own Brother ; finally , that no 
ſtrife may ever be heard of againc, but this,who ſhall hate trite mgſt, 
who ſhall purſue Peace and Unity with [witteſt paces, 


ts. 
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S* Epwin SAND Ys in his book en- - 


titled Europe Speculum , or A Veiw 


of the Fate of Religion in the 
Wefterne parts of the World. 
PaG: 173. 


HE end (of the/e unhappy differences in Felipion betwixt 

the hae ; Her. bee, thar their nes ſhall 

laugh ,when themſelves ſhall have cauſe to weep: unleſfle the 

graciouſneflc of God ftirre up ſome worthy Princes of re- 
nowne and reputation with both fides;to interpoſe their wiſedome, 
induſtry,and authority for the uniting theſe FaRions, or at leaſtwiſe 
for reconciling and compoſing theſe differences in ſome tolerable | 
ſort: a work of immortall fame and deſert; and worthy of none other 
bur of them of whom this wicked baſe world is not worthy, 
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DAVANANT Biſhop cf 
Sarubary. 
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' : " Tobuslearned and worthy friend 
| M* Ioan Dur. 


=! I Sg well WOor thy the con- 
fideration of all pious 
Divines , which God 
ſq peakes by his Propher 
! Zachary , love the Truth 
> and With which 

that of the Apotile alſo ſuite's well, aan 
Twers ©» .yamn, ſpeake the truth in love. Wee 
may not ſo hotly purſue after Trueth. as | 
that inthe mean cime we wholly neglect 


| THER IN GOD Tloun:. | 


Peace; nor may wedelire ſuch a Date 45 


A _ will 


C.8.V.19. 


Epheſi,4.,1s. | 
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| fires thera 'not both. For if ic. be true 


|be once diflolved and loſt, ſhee is ſo farre 
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The Opinion | 
will not confilt with the Trueth. Thole 
Divinestherefore who quarrell arid con- 
tend ſo much forthe Faith and Religion, | 
they may talke what they liſt , but hee that 
love's not both Trueth and Peace, love's 


indeed neither; nor hath he any, rue affe- 
ion ordelire to either of them, who de- 


which Philoſophers tell us /tharcach na-| 
tufall body doth'no leſfe defire it's unitic 
than it's being, [ ſee no reaſon why the ſpi- 
ricuall and myſticall body,theChurch Ca- 
tholique, ſhould not withasgreata zeale 
ſtudy to preſerve her unitie: ſeeing if that} 


from being a Church; thar ſhe cannot fo 
muchas be imagined-one. Lerusthen on. 
God's name beasearneſt and cager in de- 
firing 8& defending the Trueth asthe beſt, | 
but withall lecus nor forget that of Saint. 
Paul , that if it be paſoible , and a1 much as in 


| 


[with all menzin an externall and ciyill;but 


us lie's, we live peaceably with all men : | (ay, 


e's” 


with all Chriftian men,jn a fpirituall and 
Eccleſiaſticall peace. This is the earneſt 


| 


 delire 
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deſire of our-Saviour Chriſt, and 'tis the 
joynt wiſh & prayer of his whol Church, 
char all they who profeſle themſelves be. 
leivers in Chriſt, might be wnited and knir 
together into one body , that they might be all 
of one heart and of ene ſoule. 

This being ſo, ſurely thoſe pious and 
peacemaking Divines are highly to bee 
commended, who of late have imployed | 
themſelves and-their .endeayours about 
the reconciling of the Reformed Churs- 
ches. For my ownepart , l would to God 
I were able to contribute any thing that 
oleh turcherand promote {ſo good and. 
godly aworke.Whar I can,[ {hall willing. 
ly at your requeſt (Sir ;) doe it; and ſhall 
impart punto you what my thoughts 
were, when Jlately meditated with my 
{elfc hereupon.. 

Inthe firſt place therefore,it would bee 
conſidered , whether ornoit be poſlible 
to eſtablifh ſuch an union anc all the 
Reformed Churches, ſo asthat they ſhall} 
account of one another not as friends on- 


ly, but as Brethren , and exhibit mucually 


A 2 each! 
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| polsibly be procured, 'twere a great pitty 


—. 


Doctors in thefe ſeverall Churches, rou- 


each to other the fignes, fruices,and effetts 
not onely of an outward- and'penerall 
freind{hip,but of a more intimate & pi- 
rituall amity and commiunion.- For if this 
fraternall & (pirituallunion we ſo much 
defire,cannot be had , we may then deſiſt; 
things impoſsible doenotbinde us to the 
having or ſecking of them : but if it may 


YC 


andaſhamethat fogood a workeand ſo 
well-pleafingto God as this is, ſhouldbe 
either oppoled or delayed. 

'Now when | ſay, that -irwould firſt be 
conſidered whether or nothis Union ve 
treate of, be poſsible; my meaning is,vvhe- 
theror no ſuch an Union may ſtand with 
a diverſity of Opinions amongſt private 


ching thoſe much-controverted points 
which have of a long time (to the great 
preife of afl good men) muc!- -oubled the 
Germane Churches. For alchc "it were 
tobe wiſhed,thatDivines would fairel 
andfully agree among themſelves about 
allchoſe Controverſtes; yet for ſo many 
a ot ' different 
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different mindes to concurre all in the 
ſame Opinion, is (as Iconceave) a _ 
 ſearcetobe hoped for,muchleſleto be ef- 
tected in one age. But that theſe ſaid 
Churches, notwithſtanding ſuch diſputes 
as hang undecided, may neverthelefle en- 
tertaineamonglt themſelves a Chriſtian 
Charitie and correſpondeace, is apparent 
from hence , that as often as Divines of 
both fides have ſet themſelves ſerioully a- 
boutthis work , they ſtill prevailed in it as 


| YAY. | 
| Witneſſe Luther himſelfe and the Hel- 


| honour,to outſtrip him in their deſires of 


much as they defired; and they might no 
doubt have prevailed furtherzitthey them- 
ſelves hadnot wilfully ſtood intheir own 


vetians: betwixt whom ( though they dit- 
tered in their opinions about the preſence 
of Chriſts body) a treindly agreement not- 
withſtanding was madeat Marpurge: Lu- 
ther there profelsing,thathe would notby 
any meanes permitthe adverſe party that. 


amitic and peace. Which peace , after that 


it had by I know not what miſcheivous 
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HoÞ.Hi/zor, 
Sacr. Ann. 


1529, 
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"| devices been ſomewhat diſturbed and di. 


Ibid. 


onethink,thatthis was no ſuch entire and 


fies and ſuſpicions, which was the cauſe 


ſue for an abſolute and perte& agreement 


| 
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miniſhed, was againerenewed & conhir. 
medby them : whereat Luther himſclte| 
rejoyced and upon a ftrictexamination of | 

the Helveticke confeſsion ,held itvery re- 
quiſite that they ſhould lovingly joyne| 
hearts and hands together. But here if any 


| 


perfect Union as that whichnowl afhrm 
to be polsible; [ will granthimthis : but 
then I muſt adde withall, that it was not 
any impoſsibility in the thing it ſelfe, but 
rather the wilfull oppoſition of ſome a- 
mongſtthem , poſleſt with ſome jealou- 


why that godly and good worke was not 
brought ro full perfeRtion. For as for Bu- 
cerand ſome other eminent Divines of the 
{ſame opinion with him, they did not only 
bur beſides they offered to make it ap- 
peare that it was very fit ſuchan Union 
ſhould be concluded; neither did they 0- 
mit any thing that might make for the fur - 
thering of it. 


Moreover, | 


lk. 
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Moreover,thatthis Union of the Re- 
formed Churches weſpeake of , 1s nota 
thing impolsible , is confirmed further 
from that agreement amongſt the Poloni- 
an Churches,begun of late at Sendomire, & 
ever ſince carefully by them kept and ob- 


ſerved : it is- true, they could not bury all 


— 


 peace,asthar they refnſednor to admit of 
each other intotheir publike Congregacti - 
 ons,tothepreachingof the word and Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments. Which 


hisletrers torhem congratulate » bur defi- 
redof Almighty God in his prayers, that 
the Germane Churches alſo might be bleſ« 
{ed with it. 

 Whar therefore was long fince ſaid to: 
that bleſſed peace-maker King Solomon, 
concerning the building of the Temple ar 


| eruſalem ,the ſameſayl to all moderate 


controverſies ; but they could baniſhall| 
contentions ; and eſtabliſh ſo perfe& a 


holy & brotherly concord of thoſe Chur- | 
ches,thatmoſt wiſe Prince Lodowick, Ele-| 
Rourand Count Palatine, did not only by | 


and peaceable Divines concerning the u- | 


by . | 
_Dnrng.. 


Harm.Conſeſ. 
Par.1, & 2, 
in Conſeſ/. 
Polon. 
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"2:Clcon, 22. | niting of the Reformed Churches » ar iſe; 


gee Worthies,and be doing , andthe Lordwill 
| bewith you. Never deſpaire but thatma 
be now effeted, which all men wi 
grant hath been done heretofore. 

Bur leaſt this groundlefle bugbeare of | 
a fancied impolsibilicy ſhould yerſlacken | 
the endeavours either of Princes , or Di- 
vines,or any other pious and well affedted 
Chriſtians, and deterre them from pro- 
ceeding herein; I will recount all thoſe) 
lets and hinderances, which renderthe 
peace and union of Churches utterly im-| 
polible to be obtained : from whenceir- 
will eafily appeare , that there's no one of f 
them here,to hinder why the Germane 
Charches (notwithſtanding ſome points. 
of difference amongſt them) may not ſe:le 
a firme peaceamonglt chem(elves,and be- 
ing once ſetled preſerve itinviolable. 


Now the firſt and maine Obſtaclethat | 
hindersthoſe Churches which agreenot 
inall points of Religion from.entertai- 
ning a Communion amongſt themſelves, 


is the uſurping and exerciling of atyranni- 


call 
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ther. For if any one Church will cake up- 
on her to domineer and lord it over the 
faith of other Churches , ſo as not toac- 
knowledge any for her brethren , nor ad- 
mir of any into herfellowſhip and Com- 
munion,but ſuch onely as will be content 
to beleive and ſpeak juſt as ſhee will have 
them,all hope isthen taken away of ever 
obtaining or preſerving any agreement in 
any differences or diſputes whatſoever. 
For the ſacred Scriptures forbid us thus to 
enflave our ſelvesto any humane authori- 
tic,and'our ſole Lord'\and Maſter Chriſt 
Jeſus forbid's us ro acknowledge any up- 
on.carth for a Lord over our Faith and 
Conſcience: and that Church which en- 
ter s1nto a Communion with another up- 
on theſe termes,doth nor hereby purchaſe 
a Peace, but rather re{igne s up her lelfeto 
a moſt unjuſt ſlavery. Onely the Church 


| of Rome is come to that height of pride & 


madneſle,that ſhe will rake upon her to 


| excludefrom the communion of Saints, 


 & damnetothepit of Hell all ſuch Chur- 


ches 


ms. 


call power and authority one over ano . 


Mat 23, 
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ches as will not tibmit their necks rothat | 


Antichriſtianyoake of abſolute and blind | 
obedience. God of his goodnes ever keep | 
off this Popilh folly and fury from ſerting | 
foot in the Proteſtant Churches : which if 
it ſhould once take place , that union of 
!our Churches which we are all bound to| 
[pray for,would bee no longer cither tobe 
hoped or wilhtfor.But (blefled be God 
for ir) itts well known there's notany of 
'the Reformed Chutches bur doe from | 
their ſoules deteſt and abhorre all ſuchAn- 
cichriſtian ambition and deſire of Sove-: 
| faighety. Atnid thus have remoyed out of 
[the way the maine Obſtacle which uſu- 
ally occafion's aperperuall diviſion &rent 
berwixt ſuch Churches as difter in ſome | 
points, and thereby make's ah union of 
|choſe Churches robecome impoffible. 

Alecond letor hinderance which may 
{render the ſaid union of different Chur- 
ches (for examplesthe Saxon and Helvetian | 
Churches) impolsible,is the approbarion | 
and praGtice of [dolatry inthe one & the 
utter deteſtation of itin the other. That of | 


| _ the 
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Iſrael play the barlotyyet let not Judah offend: | 
come yee uot wwto Gilgalweither goe yee up to | 
Beth-aven. Likewile allothar of the Apo- | 
tle ,>hat agreement hath the Temple of God | ».Cor.5,16, | 
with Idols? Anda number of places more | 
tothe ſame purpole. Neither is that ſaying 
of Tertullias touching this matter unwor- | 
thy our obſervation, Idelatry ( laith he ) « 
become the graud and general fin of whole 
mankinde.the Epidemicall diſeaſe y the whoje 
world. Since therefore God fo ſeverely | 
chargethus to keepe our ſelver from Idols & 
all kinde of [dolatry, though never {oſpe- 
ciouſly colour'd over, wee may well call 
that morally impoſsible which cannot be 
performed without ſome ſtaine and tin- 
ureof [dolatry and withow a high and 
hainous offence againſt the ſacred Maje- 
ſie of God. 
Here then we may behold that grand 
ler, whereby the Reformed Churches ( to: 
their great greife of heart ) are forced to | 
ſhunne a Communion with the Church 
of Rome. For {o farre in love is ſhee with 
B 2 her | 
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her Idolls,and ſo rigoroully doth ſhee im- 


-— the worſhipping of them upon all 


: | ""_ 
her children,that no man can be admir-| 


ted into her Communionat leaſt nor con- | 
tinue in it,unlefle he will become a noto- 
rious and down-right Idolater. If the caſe | 
ſo ſtood,that the Germane Churches could 
not enter into and enjoy a bleſſed Unity 
and Peace one with another , except they 
muſt be required and bound either to pra- 
iſe an [dolatrous worſhip, or atthe leaſt 
to beleive and profeſle that ſuch practice 


[is notunlawfull, I would not ſtick to af- 
firme thata Communion which cannot 
| be had but upon ſuch hard conditions is 


indeed impolsible to bee had : ſince ( as 
Lawyers uſeto ſpeake) wee can doe onely 
much, as may lawfully be done by us. | 

| Andherewe have juſt caule to bleſſe 
God, thatthe Reformed Churches ( al-' 
choughthey have not the happineſſerto a- 
greejn all matters of lefſer moment). yer 
doe they all of them. by. his grace unani- 
mouſly conſpire'& joyne together againſt 
tdolatry; ſo as not onely to condemane, but 
allo 
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allo tobeat downe and aboliſh ir: inſo- 
much thartif atthis very houre they were 
all diſpoſed and:defirons to joyne hands 
| and ſtrike aleagueof amity and union , it 
| might be done withoutany the leaſtdan- 
| ger of [dolatry. Awaythen with that pre- 
tended impolsibility of a. Reconciliation, 
| grounded upon the perill of [dolatry : nor 
ler any ſuch falſe ſurmiſes weaken the 
heart or hands of any religious Chriſtian | 
fromgoing on with fo good a worke. | 
The third & laſt Obſtacle which doth 
blockup the way to anunion & render's | 
it impolsible, is the differing of ſeverall | 
Churches about ſome fundamental point 
| of Faith, neceſſary to be knowneand be- 
leived byevery chriſtianuponpaine. & pe- 
rill oferernalldamnation; ſo as that the 
one {1de doth {olidly hold | and maintaine | 
irthe other heretically denie's and: oppo- | 
{e's it. Forto beat peace with Heretickes ' 
who goe aboutto undermine and [ubvert 
the foundation of our Chriſtian faich, 
x what is itelſe but to revolt: from Chriſt 


the rocke on which-.che Church 1s "_ 
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ded & built 2 Of thislaſtObſtacle, becauſe 
irisof ſpeciall uſe and moment, I ſhall 
treace ſomewhat more atlarge. * 

In the firſt place therefore , I conceive | 
that to be a Fundamentall point, which | 
(by the ordination of God revealing ſuch 
atruth) is of ſuch-neceſsity unto ſalvation 
to be knowne and aflentedunto, as that a 
bare Ignorance,wuch more a wilfull Op. 
poſition of itcarries with it a certaine pe- 
rill of excluſion from the kingdome of 
heaven. Divines now-adaies have no 
Commilsion toinventor coine any nevv 
Articles ofthis nature, and obtrude them 
on Gods Church : that which was not | 
fundamentall in che Apoſtolicall and Pri-| 
mirivetimes, all our aſſertions and alcer-| 
cations and Anathema s will never bee 
ablero makeit ſuch. 

Theſefirſtand fundamentall Trueths, 
colle&ed out of the whole body of the 
Scriptures & pur together inthe Apoſtles 
Creed,make up that Rule of Faith which 


Enif-5144 |S. Auſtin terme's pufellis magniſy, commu- | 
nem common Rule for all menzboth great Q& | 
| ee LS ſmall | 
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[mad]: and which is by him accounted ne- 
 ceſfary to bee beleived conſtantly by all. 
Concerning the which,that ſpeech of Hj- 
lary alſois muckto the ſame effeQ ; tirowr 


damentall Trueths che.Apoſtle (I belcive) 
had an eye,when he tiled Titus, his owne 
[onne [ "A PITT m1 | after the common 


| Faith. This common Faith laid downe in 
the Apoſtles Creed,propofeth to all Chri- 


ſtians,to be beleived by them , the won-. 


 iothing , theunſearchable myſtetic of the 
glorious Trinitie,thefruic& benefir that | 
redound's to miſerable ſinners from the 
Incarnation, Paſsion ,Refurreftion , and 
Glorification of Chriſt; &, what follow's 
thereupon, theRedemption of mankind, 
the Sanctification of the Elea, the Com- 
munion of Saints »the Remiſsion of ftns, 


Glorifying of the Faith full. 


[afeſt and bet comrſe to hold fait that fir ſb & 
| onely-Evangelicall Faithwhich we made con- | 
| feſfion of at otrr Baptiſme. And to theſe fun- 


derfull Production of all creatures our of | 


the Reſurrection of mens bodies, and the | 


He that beleive's all which wee have | 


here 
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| 0 The Opinion | 
| here compriſed in this ſhort Creed , and 
endeavour'sto lead his life according to 
|theCommandements ger ns of our 
'Saviour Chriſt,cannot juſtly be denied the 
title of a Chriſtian ; nor expelled'the fel- 
lowſhip and communion of any Chri. 
tian Church whatſoever. On the other 
ſide,He that ſhalldeny oroppole any one | 
of the ſaid Articles ,although he arrogate | 
| ro himſelfe the name of a Chriſtian , yeris | 
heto be excluded and baniſhed the {ocie- 
ty of all orthodoxe and ſound Chriſtians. 
Beſides theſe,there are(I confeſſe) ma- 
ny other Trueths contained in the Scrip-| 
trures,and deducible fromthence by good 
| and ſolid conſequence , which are very 
profitabletobe knowne , andof ſingular 
ule to further us in the knowledge of Di- 
vinity: butthey arethen only ( and not o-| 
therwile) neceſlary tobe beleived under 
paine of forfeiture of our ſalvation or 
| communion with the Church , whea'tis 
clearely evidenced unto us that they are 
| contained in Gods word,or may neceſ[a- 
rily be inferred from it. 
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munion, [ adde further, that if ic ſhould 


| bout ſome particular place. of oy Writ, 
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| Inthelepoints therefore:if any particu- 
tar Church cannot make the Trueth 
which ſhe her ſelfe beleive s,lo'cleare and 
manifeſtto other Churches, as thereby to 
winnethem over tothe ſame beleifc, ſhee 
muſtforſakethem in their Errours, butby 
[no meanes may. ſhe (becauſe offſuch cr- 
rours) deny them her charicy and Com 


happenshartrwo Churches ſhould vaty a- 


the one conceiving that it confirme's a 
tundamenta]l point of Faith,andthe other 
thinking that it doth not ſo: yetis not 
fuch a difference as this a ſufficient cauſe 


one from another; ſo long as they agree 
both ofthem in the Point it ſelfe , and ac- 
knowledge it to have cleare & (olid foun- | 
dation in other.places of God's word. 
And laſt ofall this may be added yer fur- 
ther,that*cis not a thing impolsible,nor a- 
ny way contrary to the duety of good 


% 


why they ſhould fall at odds,and ſeparate | 


Chriftians., to entertaine a communion 


with thoſe Churches which hold ſuch a 


ow 
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Le. atten. 


—_— M— ——_— 


The Opinion | 


dodtrine as ſeemes to us inconſiſtent 
with ſome fundamentall Trueth , ſo that 
inthe meane while they doe expreſly be- 
leive & profeſſe thac fundamencall Truech 
ic ſelfe. For*cisutcerly againit all Charity, 
yea arid Reaſon too, that a man ſhouldbe 
| thought (meerely forlomeconſ equences, 
whichhe neither apprehend's nor grants) 
ro deny and reject a fandamentall/point, 
| which yer he ſtrongly beleive's , exprelly 
afirme's» yea and: (if need ſo rthuired)) 
would not "Rick to ſcale the trueth of it 
with his deareſt blood. How much truer | 
and more charitable is that opinion of a 
| grave and moderate Divine ? He wwſt not 
|{{aith he )/o wich confider what will followin 
the thing it ſcife from every aſſertion » at what 
|will follow from it in the apprehenfion and 
judgement of thoſe Fonbrnts = any ſuch aſ- 
{ertion as ſeen $10 8 repugnantto ſome fun- 


| damentall point of Faith. For as he who af- 

|ſenc'stothe trueth of ſome Principle, can-/ 
|nottherefore be ſaid:properly to beleive 
land underſtand whatſoever an abler 
{Schollarcan by conſequences infer from: 


1 : chat 
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that Principle ; ſo. neither can he who 
maintaine's a-falſe Opinion , juſtly bee 


ous Opinion of his. We may indeed urge 
and prefle theſe 7. 09% pg upon our 
Brethren, to ſee it haply wee can by this 
meanes beit them off their errour ; bur 
malitioufly co faſten themuponthem, as 
_ [though they were their profeſt Opinions, 
| Ithis we may notdoe. 


excellent:uſc it is to the ſctling 
therly -union amongſt the Reformed 


nedly defire the. peace of Gods Church, 


will cafily perceive. Forif it once be gran- | 
red,thata Peace and Unionis not impoſ-| 


ſible( thatis., notunlawfull ) ſave onely 
with ſuckas actually disbeleive ſome fun- 
damentall point of Faith , or maintaine 
ſomeſuch Hereſy as ftrike's at the heart 
of Religion,andcur's off the Abercors of ir 


thought to hold all choſe abſurdities | 
 whicha nimble head cafily obferve's ro} 


adhereumoor follow upon thart crrone- | 


ll. 


- Howfarrethis extend's, andofwhar | 
of a bro-| 


Goncheggl wiſe men and ſuch as unfai- | 
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| 


{from havingany communio with Chrift; | 


| 
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then will it follows that betvvixt a ſoun 


and a diſeaſed Church , berwixt two 
Churches whereof one is more;the other 
kffe pure, there may be{uch a brotherly 
communion as we deſire among the Ger- 
wane Churches. Let therefore the Ortho- 
doxe Churches ſeparate themſelves from 
all fach as have plaid the Apoſtates & fal- 
len away from fundamentall Faith; but 
letthem not ſeparate from thoſe : which 
erre onely in points of leſſer moment and 


them from being members. of the. myſti- 
hy 

call body of Chriſt, - the ſole author and 
fountaine of out {alvation, The Apoſtle 
command's us t0receive.( not, rejeRt) ſuch 
as are weake inthe Faith : And the ſame A- 
poſtle tel's us how that we which are ſtrong, 
ought to beare the infirmities of the weake, & 


fore doe's but too much pleaſe & indulge 


her ſelfe, which deſpiſe's other Churches, 


munion , not forany Tyranny that they 


exerciſe,nor any Idolatry which they ap- 


ſuch as doe not cut off the maintainers of | 


not to pleaſe our ſelves. That Church there-| 


as unworthy-of her. fellowſhip and com-| 


provet 


" 


| 
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prove or praiſe, nor any.damnable He- 


relte which they maintaine, but meerely 
tor ſome miſtakes or .infirmity of their 
knowledge. This was not the praftice of 
the Fathers in the Primitive Church: 


whoſe care and diligence in procuring & 


preſerving Peace amongſt particular 
Churches diſperſt and {catrered over the 


whole. world, ſtand's upon record. in 


Eccleſiaſticall-Storie,and may be obſer- 
ved in. each ſeyerall age of the Church. 
But of all other, that of Opr at Mulevita 
nw, far's. beſt-to our purpole; that all the 
Churches throughous the whole world were 
by the hetþ and. entercourſe of thoſe letters 
by them called { Formatz ] kept in one 
(,ommunion \and fellowſhip. Now thoſe 
[ Formate] or Synodicall letters contai- 
ned nothing atall ſave onely a bare Con- 
feſhon of the Catholike Faith delivered'in 
their generall Creeds, and breitely explai- | 
ned afterwards in oppoſitionto lome He- 
retickes,by the unanimous conſentof the 
Church univerſall met together in gene- 
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Mapdeburg. 
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other places. As for thoſe infinite other | 
queſtions which:mightbe' raiſed and de- | 


bated amongſt private DoRours of cach | 


rall Councells held at Nice, Chalcedow, and 


' 


fidezno Chureh everrcquired or expected 
from others an abfohute & univerfall eon- 
ſent therein, Por if ſuch an univerfall a. | 
greement inall points had been deemed 
ſo neceſſaryasthat Unity & Peace could 
not poſsibly have been maintained be- | 
rwixr particular Churches withour it; 
there would then have been-more needof 
huge and high-fwollne Volumes of- Con- 
troverſtes,than of fuck breife Confefsions 
and Synodicall letters as they: made ufe of 
for that purpofe. ;_ _ - © 
| But if wee refuſe tolearne of the anci- 
ent Fathers of the Church , yer let usar 
length learne thus much from our very 


ble for feverall Churches to live charita- | 
bly and peaceably together , and uſe the 
ſame Service and Sacraments , although 


they differ one from another about ſome | 


Controverſies , whercin 'tis mecrely in 
vaine' 


adverſarics;that it is-not a thing impolsi- | 


ches;wohich iftakenſingle and by icſelfe; 
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vaincevettolook for an univerſ all agree- 
ment. Tofay 
berwixt the ThomiSts and Scorifts , neither 


ttes;there is one controverhe hotly and yi- 
olently diſputed amongſt Popiſh Chur. 


isof greater mometitthan all oursÞut to- 
gether;{ meane that concerningrthe Infal- 
lible-Judge in all matcers of Faich': The 
Churches of Spaine and Ftaly will have | 
the Pope to bethis ſupreme Judge, antho- 
riſed by Chrifthimlelfe , and fo farce illu- 
mindted and afsifted vvith an - infallible | 
Spirit, as that he cannot poſsibly erre in 
ſuch Decrees and Determinations as hee 
give's out with an intention to binde che 
whole Church : On the other fide , the 
French Churches deny the Pope any ſuch 
priviledge, throwing him downe from 
his Chaire of Infallibility ; and making 
him liable coerrour as well as other men, 
ſo farre forth,thatſhonld herefuſetoſab. 
mittorhe authoritic' and' judgement of a 
genccall Councell, either in matters of | 


——— 
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nothing of the contentions | 


ofthoſe bervyeenthe Dominicansand Feſu- | 


Faith 
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Faith or of PraQtice,they will rell you he's 
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| be told in Gath, nor publiſhed in the 


— 


hold here a great differenceamongſt them 


mn m———_ 


to be eſteemed a Schilmaricke and a Here- 
ticke,andto be depoſed thereupon. Be- 


about the very foundation and the maine 
pillar ofthe whole Catholike Faith! And 
yer notwithſtanding this ſo great avarie-| 
ty of opinions, they ſtill hold Gogenie: all 
of them in one and the ſame brotherly 
communion. O for '$:ox*s ſake let it not 


ſtreets of Aſbkelon, that the Philiſtines | 
ſhould be: better affeted/and more! defi- 
rous of Peace and Unity amongſt chem- 
ſelves;than "Ahn of Godis. 

Laſt ofall;if an union may not. conſiſt 
with adiverſity of Opinions in ſome con- 
troverſies of leſſer moment, l would glad- 
ly that any man would ſhovy me but two 
Churches in the whole Chriſtian world 
(exceptthey be ſuch whereof one is ſub- 
ordinateto the other) which muſt not ne- 
 ceſlarily hereupon be divided and as it 
were by a wall of partition ſeparated fr6 
each other. Unleſle therefore we will 


| 4 grant, : 
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grant,that a ſeparation from other Chur- 
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ches isnotto be made ſave onely-upon a 
difference in Fundamentalls, the Com- 
munion ofthe Church Catholike ( aunci- 
ently ſo much famed and talked of) will 
be found inthe endto be nothing elſe but 
an aery and empty {ound or name void of 
alltrueth and reality. The Donatifts of old 
were wont toſay that the Church was 
periſhed from off the whole earth fave 
onely fromthe part of Donatw , in whom 
alone ( they ſaid) it was preſerved : and 
our adverſaries of Rome ( herein right Do- 
natiſts) tell us that the Church Catholike 
is of nolargerextentthanthe Romane. As 
for our ſelves,it become's and behovess us. 
todeteſt this Schiſmaricall and factions 
humour, and to foſter and cheriſh a bro- 
therly Communion with all ſuch Chriſti- 
an Churches as neither Hereiie nor Idola- 
try hath cut off from Chriſt our head , and 
ſuch as have not exerciſed any uſurped 
Tyranny over other Churches. 

All that hath hitherto beene ſaid tou- | 
ching the lets & hinderances which ren- 
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The Opinton 


| der Communion of ſeverall Churches 


| impolsible > as alſo ronching diverſity of 
| Opin1ons which may well confift with 


once it were agreed upon amongſt Di- 
vines that all thoſe controverltes wherea- 
bout the Reformed Churches have of a 
longtime buſted and wearted themſelves, 


be of either opinion and ſtill remaine in 
Chriſt , holding the ſubſtance of ſaving 
Faich without incurring any damnable 
Hecely; then muſt we needs grant, that an 


| unton and agreement amongſt all Prote- 


ftant Churches may be made and main- 
tained notwithſtanding all ſuch Contro- 
verkies,as being indeed not ſo properly a- 
| ny differences of our Churches as of our 


liſts of thoſe Controverſies : onely I doe 


pray andearneſUy intreatthole learned & 


| afideall paſsion & partialitie , they would 


didly difcuſle all thoſe {everall controver- 
: 


Jr rg 


A: 


ſuch a Reconciliation,aymes atthis, thar if | 


are of that nature that a man may ſafely | 


| Schooles, Itis not my purpoſe to enter the 


reverend Divines of Qermany, that laying | 


inthe ſpirit of meekneſfe calmely and can- | 


. 


— 
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fies which are agitated amongſt them: 
for if once we ler loole theraines toPals1- 
{ [on, Judgement muſt needs giveplace. | 
The maine controverfie,and which in- | 
deedis the fountaine from whence all the 
reſt in a manner are derivedsis that which 
ſtands yet undecided concerning the 
manner how Chriſt's body and blood are 
preſent in the Euchariſt. Touching 
which pointthe learned (a) Bucer » ha- |(3) Is Epip. 
ving well waighed the matter, give's in at ah 
laſtchis verdict,that they agreed in the thing 
it ſelfe; all the difference was meerely in words 
\ | and manner of expreſſion. *T'was once the|, _ 
ſpeech of (b) Luther if you beleive teach | kier anin- 
that in the holy Supper the very body and the Es. 
very blood of Chriſt u offered , given, and re- |5951% "45 
ceived, and not the bare fignes of bread and 
wine, and that ſuch receiving thereof is trues| 
and reall not imaginary onely , the ſtrife be- 
twixt wis ended. At that very lame time | 
(c)Bucer & his Adherents granted, that #he || (<)t5l. | 
very body and blood of' our Lord is offered, | 
givenaand received together with the viſible 


fignes of bread aud wine. Tacobu Andres "5 Woe 
D 2 ſaith 
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| Hoſpin, Ann. 


| taith we neither hold with the Capernaites, 


or admit of Popiſh TranſubStantiation , nor 
maintaine we any Phyficall or local preſence 
and inclufion of Chriſts body and blood in the 
bleſſed Sacrament ; nor doe we bythoſe words 
{ (ubſtarially,corporally,orally |underStand 
any thing el[e but onlyatrue Q reall- preſence 
and participation of his body and blood in this | 
Sacrament. Now let us; heare the-judge- 
ment of the Helyetians herein; 4though 


1530 p-145«|$hey deny that there s any. Tranſubſtantiation 


| ded;.yet they willingly grant that by coertues 


of the Elements , or any locall inclufion of | 
Chriſt's body inthe bread, or any. Conjunttion | 
of his body and' blood with the outward ele- 


ments remaining after the Sacrament is #n- | 


of amyſticall & ſacramentall union: the bread 
ls Chriſt « body » @) that bu body 11 truely pre- 
ſent and received together with the bread. | 
doenot knowe what txothings can pol 

[{ſibly be more likethan is this Opinion of 
the Helvetians with that of the Lutherans. 
|\Bur if any man fuſpectrhatrchere-may pri- | 
vily lurke a diverſity of meanings under 
theſc {o-concording exprelsions., yet are | 
| we 
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we ſtill co urge, and enquire whether that 
diverſity be ſuch and fo great as to render 
the Peace and Union of thole Churches 
utterly impoſsible,and to. give juſt occaſ}- 
on for a perpetuall rent and diviſion a- 
mongſtthem. I aſſure my ſelfe,learned & 
judicious Divines when they are out of 
the heat of Controverly, and Jook indiffe- 
rently intothe matter , will think farre 0, 
therwile of it. 


concerning the ubiquity ef ( briſt's body,the 
Communication of Properties, & other ſuch 
hkeall ſpringing from that former tou- 
ching the Sacrament, he that doth ſeriout- 
ly ponder with himlelfe what 1s granted 
and what denied of each {ide will eaſily 
perceive that neither the one nor the'o- 
ther doth fo much as call in queſtion, 
much leſſe oppoſe or overthrow. any ne- 
ceflary and fundamentall. point of Faith: 
fince both fides hold and profeſſe whar- 
ſoever the - Church Catholike in her 
Creeds and Generall Councells hath de- 
clared tobe beleived in thele, points; and? 
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| whatſoever hath been by her inlike man- 


| nay whatſoever isuch, isplainly andex- 


ner condemned as erroneous » is equally 
rejected by both. But yernotwithſtan- 
ding all this, that we ſcenow and then 
ſome men catching at conſequences , and 
taking advantage from thence to charge 
Herely one upon another , itisa matter 
thatdeſerve's notio much our wonder as 
our pitty: we all ofus know, 'tis the com- 
mon cuſtome of hot and eager diſputants, 
eſpecially when through long agitation | 
ofcki matter they are inflamed with chol.- 
ler andpaſsion: and beſides I have alrea- 
dy ſhownein breite, what we are to think 
of {uch Hereſies as are faſtned upon men! 


themſelves neither apprehend nor grant. 
For the preſent, this alone may ſuffice to 
ſhow the Polsibility of a Reconciliation, 
thatthere's no oneOpinion expreſly main-. 
tained by either {1de , which is directly 
contrary tothe ſubſtance of Faith , or de- 


| ſtruftive of Salvation | ſalutt devorato1 b- 


418] to make ule of Tertullian's exprelſsion: 


meerely for ſuch conſequences as they | 
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prelly condemned by both. 
if ot later times any new Differences 
have been raiſed amiongft thoſe Churches | 
touching Predeſtination, Freewill, and the 
| likeztheſe can no way be made a ſuffict- | 
ent ground of Schilme and {eparation be- 
tvvixt them. For tn all thele there is no- 
thing of fundamentall and neceffary be- 
leife fave onely this, that the free grace & 
goodnefle of God, in the Predeſtination 
of milerable men,in the converſion of {in- 
fullmeninthe freeing of their captivated 
wills,in a word, in the finall Perſeverance 
and Salvation of his Elect,be ſo farre forth 
acknowledged and extoll d,as that whar- 
ſoever makes any way for the enſtating of | 
chem ingrace and glory zand whatſoever 
| isdone by them in reference thereunto, all 
muſt be aſcribed to the fpeciall grace and | 
mercy of Almighty God: on the contrary, 
whatloever concerne's the corruption of 
man's nature, his obſtinacie inſinne , the 
pravitieand ſervitude of his corrupt will; 
in{hort,vvhatſoever precipitate's 6 plun- 
ge s wretched men into Hell and everla- 
| ſting 
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|twixt whole Churches for ſuch petty 


' known and beleived by all that will be ſa- 


ſing perditionzall chis we muſt thank our | 
ſelves & our ſins for,& by no meanes im-: 
pute any part of it to God.So long as theſe 
things ſtand firme and unſhaken(as with- 
out doubt they doe) though in the meane 
time their manner of apprehenſ1ons and 
exprelsions,yea though their Opinions be 
different in other points which are onely 
{uperſtrutions and belong not to the 
toundation.yet are not theſe of ſuch mo. 
ment as that a perpetuall Breach and Di- 
viſion ſhould be made and continued be- 


matters. lf therefore this were but once 
agreed upon amongſt Divines, that their 
jarres and contentions are not; nor ever 
wereaboutany fundamentall points and 
ſuch as are of abſolute neceſsity to be 


ved,then muſt italſo begranted for a ma- 
nifeſttrueth, that tis no way impoſsible 
but an agreement and Communion may 
be eſtabliſhed this dangerous Schilme ut- 
terly rooted outzand a bleſſed Peace ſetled 
and preſerved amonglt che German Chur- 
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conciliation is poſsible, it remaine's that 
in the next place we conſider whether or 
no Princes}-DoRors and Paſtors of Gods 
Church,and ingenerall all Chriſtians bee 


| not bound in duty by the law of God,eve- 


ry manto endeavour according to his ut- 
moſt power and ability thatſuch an uni- 
on may with all convenient ſpecd be ſet- 


med Churches. 

1 And that all men are ſo bound, 
ſceme'sto be intimated by that of S. Paul 
whichl alledged before; if it be poſoible,&7 
as much at in youlie s, live peaceably with all 


#e1.1f ſo great careand diligence muſtbe 


had to maintaine a civill and externall 
peace with all ſorts of men, then ſurely a 
{pirituall & Eccleſtaſticall peace amongſt 


ter and preſerved , where therefore there 
is no utter impoſlsibiliry ro hinder why 
ſuch an Union may not be obtained, ſuch 


ther out of negligence or wilfulneſle diſo- 
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ches; And thus having proved that a Re. 


led and eſtabliſhed amongſt the Refor- 


Chriſtians is much rather to be ſought at- | 


mencanin no wiſe be excuſed , whoci- | 


—— 


Ll tre cn 
__ I "I ——— tt. tt... A —_— 


— 


| 


> — wa =» 


_ ——_— _— I I — tt 
wn ro ER —_ SD — —_— ——— My V_—_—_ 


Mati.18, 


further it. 


| cular member in any Church, asisthetrue 


The @pixion 


bey the Commandements of God herein. | 
Nor can any man jultly here pretend that 
Diſcordsand diverlities of Opinions can- 
notas yet becompoſled andetled : for itir 


Rentbetwixc thele Churches may berta- 


may ) I hadrather that a mil-ftone were 
banged 'abaut my. neck , andihatl were 
drowned in the depth ofthe Seaxthanthar | 
I ſhould willingly be any hinderance to 


and ſo-neceſſary tothe remoyalb of Scan- 
dall; nay than that ſhould nat with my 
whole minde and might promote and 


2 Tothis maybe further added , what 


as great neceſ{sityfor the attaining of Sal. 
vation,to all Churches and to every parti- 


and entixe Profelsion of ſound; and ſaving) 


be pofhible thatthe Schiſme it ſelfe & the 


ken away, (as withour all queſtion it 


ſogood a work, lo well-pleafing to God, | 


muſt neceſſarily be confes't by all men, | 
thatatrueaudright order'd Charity is. of | 


Faith: our Lordand Saviour Chriſt Jeſus| 
make's this the badge and cognizance| 


_.” 
ad FLEE” 


] 


j — - -———————————— ——————_ o 


+. >. 


whereby | 


___ 
oy kd _ $4 i 


of BEDAVENANT. 


whereby to diſtinguiſh and diſcerne be-., 
ewixt his true Diſciples and tuch as are| 
ſpurious and counterfeit ; by this fballall 
men know that yee are my Diſciplessf yee love 
one another . Now l leave itto every man's | 
conſcience to judge » what manner of 
Charity thatis, which ſce's and (uffer's 
Chriſtian Churches(without all juſt cauſe | 
and necelsiry) to ſtand ſtill at diſtance and 
defiance one with another , and perpetu- 
ally co ſhunne a Reconciliation and Uni- 
on. Is itnot enough forusto leparate from 
the hay and ſtubble,l meane, from the Er. 
'rours of other Churches, but muſt weby 
a voluntary ({eparation forſake the Chur- 


forſaken Chriſt or his Truth? 

3 Further yet, we fee how that both 
Zuinglians and Lutherans (as they are uſu- 
ally rermed )confe(le that thoſe Churches 
which hold with either fide, doe not- 
withſtanding ſtill remainetrue Chriſtian 
Churches,& true members of the Church 
Catholike, whereof Chriſt is the head. 
The renowned Princes in their Preface 


ches themſelves which as yet have not| 
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| fpheme God's Trueth, much leſſe to condemne 


| agrecd not with them in all Points of Religion. 


| prefixtto the Forme of Agreement plainly 
 profeſſe that it was farre from their thoughts 
and intentions to condemne ſuch perſons as er- 
red through the weakneſſe of their judgement. 
provided that they did not defame and bla-| 


whole Churches , living either under the Ro- 


doubt but that there were many piow Ureligi- 
aut men livinginthoſe Churches, though they 


Moreover, when itwas objeQed to. Lucas 
Ofiander,how that he had ſometimes ter- 
med (alviniſtsthe Divel's Martyres , hee 
torchwith purged himſelfe from that a- 
[perfton thus; They that have heard my Ser- 
mons will ſay that they never heard from me 


| Martyrs of Chris: yea my owne writings pub- 
lifht tothe world will witneſſe for me that Fter- 
\ edrthoſe which were maſſacred in France on | 
S. Bartholomewe's day , holy Martyres. 
This then would beſerioully raw. ce 


L 


on,whether or no it will ſtand wich the} 


| 1ane Empire or elſewhere : nay they did not | 


— 


any reproachfull termes again$t the bleſſed |. 


Policy ,Piety > and the duty of Chriſtian | 
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Churches l 


b 


| 


| 


| Chriſts brethren joyned tothem in a moſt 
| {ure and faſt knot of conſanguinity and 


| 


_ 
Churches, for every petty errour to deny 


continue Chriſt s blefled Martyrs and ho- 
by Brethren. They who acknowledge 


| 


| all other forraigne Churches of the Re- 
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the right band of fellowſhip and brotherly | 59" 


loveto thoſe Churches, who in the mean 
tune (notwithſtanding fuch errours )may 


Chriſt for their elder brother , muſt of ne- 
cellity whether they will or no have all 


communion. 
4 Beſides, I am very confident that ! 


both the Saxon,and Helvetian , & all other | 


Churches which joyne with either of | 
thoſe two, will profeſſe tharthey delire to 
have andto retainea brotherly Commu- 


nion and Peace with this oux Church of 
England as allo with the Scottiſh, Friſh, and 


formation. And truely we for our parts, | 
alchough we doe notaſſent tothem in all | 
points of controyerted Divinity , yet doe | 
we account of them as our Brethren in 


Chriſt,and doe ſolemnely proteſt that we 


entertaine a holy and brotherly Commu: | 
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that God would be pleaſed to remoye our 


nion with them. And if they be like affe- 
Red towards us, with what reaſon then 
and equitie doe the German Churches de- 
prive themſelves of that brotherly Com- 
munion one with another , which yer 
they are not afraidcoentertaine with for- 
raigne Churches ? What therefare Moſes 
ſaid long ſince to the two lſraclites that 
were ſtrivingtogether,the ſame may truly 
be {aid to the Germane Churches quarrel- 
ling and contending one with another, 
but cannot {o truely be diſproved, Sirs, yee 
are brethren , why doe yee wrong one toano- 
ther. 

5 Laſtofall;that whichall good men 
are bound to beg of AlmightyGod in their 
prayers to him , queſtionleſle they are | 
bound likewile to imploy their beſt care 
and endeavours for the procuring of it. 
Now who isthere that doe's not daily ſo- 
licite God forthe flouriſhing and Peacea- 
ble eſtate of his Church? Who ts there that 
make's itnota part of his daily prayers, | 


| 


ofthe way whatſoever doth dilquiet and | 
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diſturbe her peace,or any way letand hin- 


| be the wiſh of all good Princes , and Di- 
| vines,and generally ot all Chriſtians. Nei- 
ther did David with onely the happinefle 
and proſperity of Gods Church , but hee 
carefully {ought to doe it goo, andas'much 
| as in him lay hedid procure and effect it. 


can irbelefſe then dutie in us ? 

Andherel ſhould but trifie away the 
time;ſhould I goe about to play the Ora- 
cour andexprelle atlarge to che Germane | 
Churches, the bleſsings that accompany 
Peace & Unicie, &the many mileries & 
calamities of a long-continued Schiſme 


der her ſpirituall groveth and edification? ; 
| This was King David's wiſh ; & it ſhould | 


and | 


and Diviſion. Thar ſpecch of Prudentivs | 
is a moſt cerraine trueth, | 
-- ſciſſur a domeſtica-turb at | 
Rem populi, titubath, foris quod difſidit intus. | 
civill and inteftine broiles alwaies prove the 
undoing of a people , nor doe things ever go? 
right abroad when there is diſſention at home. 


| Whar may make moſt tor the good and: 
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advantage of their Churches,letit be their 
care to conſider, and reſolve this with 
themſelves, that what ever it be, itis not | 
 onely to be ſought after with their pray- 
ers,but with the utmoſt diligence anden- 
deayours of every one of them in particu- 
lar. Neither let any unexperienced men a-: 


| mongſtthem chinke or hope, that they] 


ſhall ingratiate themſelves with Papiſts, 
and ſolive more peaceably by them and 
ſuffer leſſe harme from them, by refuſing 
ro enter into freindſhip and fellowſhip 
with Calviniſts ( as they terme them. ) 
What is to be hoped for & expected from 
them,we may learne from Ofiander ; Pa- 
piſts (ſaith he) ſpare neither Lutherans nor 
 Zuinglians,but condemne both of them to fire 
and faggotsin allthoſe places where the Pope 
(that raging and ravenow beaſt of Rome) 
beare's rule and ſway: They that are moſt in 
favour with them,can at beſt but hope for 
that kindneſſe from them which Ylyſes 
(in Homer)obcained of Polyphemus, 
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ſeene all hu freinds and companions devoured 
before him. They will perhaps deſtroy the 
Calviniſts firſt but the Lutherans muſt look 
to follow after them : none are like to e- 
ſcape inthe end, if once the Papiſts have 
them at their mercy. 

What hitherto hath been (aid,is to ſhow 
that a Communion and Reconciliation 
of the Germane Churches is a thing, not 
only poſsible, but in obedience to Gods 
commandement a neceſlary duty. It now 
remainCes that ] proceed toſet downe the 
way and meanes whereby ſuch a Recon- 
ciliation may be compaſfed, and the rents 
and diſtraQtions ofthe ſaid Churches may 
with moſt conveniencie and ſpeed bee? 
made up: which I ſhall doe, rather to te- 
ſtifie that vehement deſire & zeale which 
[ haveto ſo good a work , than out of any 
opinion that thoſe famous Churches 
(which alwaies have abounded with 
| ore of learned and pious Divines) can a- 
ny way ſtand in need of advice herein 
from me or any other forraigne Divine 
whatſoever. 
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Seeing therefore that the fore-mentio-| 
ned Controverlics may be agitated either 
betwixt ſeyerall and diſtin Churches, 
whereof one is no way [ubordinate to the 
| other; orelſe berwixt (uch particular men 
as are members of the {ame Church, and 
ſubjeRsto one & the ſame Prince : ] will 
| [ſpeak farſt, of divers Churches indepen- 
& $i one upon anotherand afterwards of 
particular men in one & the ſameChurch, 
and ſhow how Peace and Lnitie may be 

made and preſerved amongſt them. 

| | Far the fixit,| conceive there's no readi- 
; | er and better way for reducing of two dif- 

| 


R—_—_— 


ferent Churches to the fame Communi- 
on,than is chatuſualt owe of procuring 2 
faire and peaceable Conference amongſt 
| | |Divines of both ſides,authoriled and ap-| 
| | painted hereunto by their Princes. For if] 
| any one imagine, that a Councell being | 
!once held ofall the Reformed: Churches, 
| |there will out of hand within the com- 


| paſſe of ſome few moneths, or yeares, yea 


orin.one age, anend be pur toall diſpuces| 
p——— have of a long time | 


troubled | 
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thatthey ſhall all joyne and agree in the 
ſame opinion about all ſuch points of 
controverſie; this ( with ſubmiſsion to 
better judgements) lcemes to mevery un- 


ly peirceintothe depth of ſuch ſubtle and. 


intricate Queſtions, no not when it is a- 


plations: but being diſtracted, by the ſtics 
 & tummults of diſputation ſo far unable are 
we to penetrate into the quick of them, 


dilcerneand perceive them, no not when 
we look upon them with a fixtand ſteddy 
eye. And (to ſpeak plainly wharl con- 
ceive in this matter) the cheife uſe of 


cells,is to majntaine and defend thoſe ne- 

ceſſary and plaine points of Faith againſt 
[the oppolitions of Hereticks, rather than 

todiſcuſſe or dereexmine nice controver- 

| ftes of leſſer momentand ule. 

To returne then to that faire & freind- 


likely. For ſo dull and dim-{tghted is the | 
eye of ourunderſtanding; that ir can hard- | 


that many times we cannot ſo much as 


troubled and buſied the Learned , ſoas, 


, 
, 


lonesfree and undiſturbed in it's contem- | 


Councells, eſpecially of Generall Coun-| 
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| ly Conference, which but now | com- 
mended for the likelieſt and fitreft meanes 
| of obtaining an Union : if it could be un- 
| dertaken with ſuch an intention,& man- 


[nagedin {uch ſort,as it ought to be, wee} 


have good cauſeto hope that we ſhall in| 
a ſhorttime ſee a blefled Peace and Uni-| 
on eſtabliſhed amongſt the Germanes 
Churches. 

This therefore mult carefully be reme. 
bred by all ſuch asfball be preſent & par- 
ties toſuch a Meeting, that the end why 
they arecalled together , is not that like 
 Adverſarics they Gould ſtrive for the ma- 
ſtery,but rather thatthey ſhouldlike Bre- 
thren ſearch out and make uſe of all law- 
tull and warrantable meanes for the let- 
lingof Peace and Unitie. For ifonce they 
talla croſsing and contending one with 
another, they will never be ableto per. 
[wade , much lefſe to procure any agree- 

ment berwixt ſuch Churches as are at ods 
and oppoſition. Letthem therefore care- 
| fully keep off and forbearero enter the in- 
cricate Labyrinths of ordinary diſputes; 
and | 
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'& let their meeting aime at this one end, 
ro makelt appeare totheir Churches,how 
that theres no juſt cauſe why they ſhould 
| q 

any longer ſtand out and refuſe to joyne 
 handsand be united. To effect this,ler it 


| the Church Catholike hath declared her- 

ſelfe in each Controverſie,what hath been 
| by her defined and required to be beleived 

ovencrally by all ſub Anathemate. For a- 

bour points fundamental ' there may 
| ſomerinres ariſe ſuch doubts and diſputes 
as are no way fundamentall: and {uch, as 
| that the ancient Fathers of the Church, 
had they been raiſed in their times, would 
never have attempted a deciſion of thery, 
tothe hazard of breeding or foſtering pl 
Schiſme berwixt feverall Churches. For 
inſtance ,that God is One in Eflences and 
Threcin Perſons diſtinguiſhed one from 
another; that the Sonne 1s begotren of the 


theleare fitly determined , and reckoned 
| © 2 1 
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| 


Father; thatthe holy Ghoſt is the Spirit of 
both Father and Sonne, rhat theſe three 
Perſons are coeternall and cocquall, all 


1 


inthe firſt place be fet downe how farre | 
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inthe number of Fundamentalls:but now 
if any man ſhould peremprorily aftirme 
and maintaine, that all thoſe Schoole.ni- 
cities touching the manner of the Sonne's | 
generation,and the procefsion ofthe holy 
|Ghoft, are likewiſe fundamentall and of 
equall neceſsity with the former, & ought 


| 
to be determined one way ; that man 


ſhould deſerve but litle thanks fromChriſt 
and his Churebyby ſuch his raſh and in- 
conſiderate aſſertion. So likewiſe,thar our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is both God and Man; 
thathe hath both natures, divine and hu- 
mane,inſeparably united in one Perſon; | 
and thatwe have ſalvation onely by this 
God incarnate; allthis is fundamentall, or 
rather*tis that hrme & immaveable foun- 
dation whereon the whole Catholike & 
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ding we muſtnotthink ,that whatſoever 
may be queſtioned and debated about the 
ineffable manner of that union betwixt 

therwvo natures » or the manner how his 
body is preſent in the bleſled Sacrament, | 
as allo concerning the Communication | 


| 


ſaying Faith is built: but yet notwithſtan- | 
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| of Properties unto the humane nature by 
vertue of its union with the Divinity, or 
touching the ations and operations of his 
Humanity depending upon the ſaid Uni 
| on, wee mult not ( ay) imagine that all 
thele belong to Fundamentall Faith, but 
rather to Theologicall Science;or perhaps | 
| not ſoneither , but onely tothe vaine curi- 
' olity of ſome particular Divines.Let them | 
| therefore make this their firſt and maine | 
buftneſſe,carcfully co diſtinguiſh berwixe | 
tundamencall points and others that are 
notſo, and lct them notthink , that whar- 
focveris appendant and bordering upon 
2 fundamentall point , muſt therefore 
forthwith be it{elte fundamentall. 2 
When this is once done ; their next care 
muſt be that theſe fundamentalls be ex- 
preſſed and publiſhed after a breife and | 
perſpicuous manner, and propounded to 
the publike accepration and approbatien | 
of all the Churches. Certa ſemper ſunt in 
pauctr ſaich Tertullian;certaine and undoub- 
ted Trueths are not many ,and they are ſt ch as 
*52ap be deliveredinafew words: whatlocver 
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15 neceſſary for 'a Chriſtian man's ſalvarti- 


diſtinRions, or of any long and tedious 


on-to be knowne by him; and whatſoe- 
ver is conducible to render us holy or crer- 
nally happy , it isall of itplaine and obvi- 


ous. Here's no ule either of ſubtle & acute 


explications, which are oftimes uſed not 
for the building up of Chriſtians in the 
fundamentall faith , but rather to favour 
and furtherthe different opinions of pri- 
vate Doctors. In a word , here's no af of 
any Metaphyſicall formalities and abſtra« 
ed notions; which lerve only to perplex 
and confound the learned , and to deterre 
ſuchas areunlearned from embracing the 
Catholike Faith, but doe not any way en- 
clinethe hearts either of one or other to 
yeild aſſent and beleife to the fundamen- 
tall points of Faith. 
After they have proceeded thus far, ha- 
ving drawn upa breife and plaine Forme 
of all ſuch Points as are by them judged to 
appertaine unto the lubſtance ofthat com- 


and profeſſed by all Churches ; & having 
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mon Faith which is neceſlaryto be knovyn | 
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paſſed by & lettundecided allſuch points ; 
asarenot ſo generally received & agreed 
upon; inthe next place;moderate & peace- 
able Divines ſhould labour toexhort and 
perlwade all the reſt, that they would 
quietly lay afide all controverſies and con- | 
tentions about ſuch points as good Chri- 
ſtians may ſafely be ignorant of without 
hazard oftheir ſalvation ; and that they 


» 


| 


tothe danger of the Church, the loſle of 
her Peace, and the ſcandall of Schiſme 
which is thereby like to fall upon her. | 
Of what good uſe and neceſſity this ad- 
vice is,may be clearely ſeen from the raſh- 
neſſe of the Church of Romeand her clean 
contrary pra&tice herein : who. being not 
content with thoſe Articles delivered in 
the Apoſtles Creed,and Nicexe Creed, will 
needs obtrudeupon the Chriſtian world 
thoſe other new-coin'd Articles of the 
Trent-conventicle and hath thereby mi- | 
niftred occaſion of a perpetuall rent and 
Schiſme amongſt the Churches. How 
much more prudently did that bleſſed 
| G Martyr 


would notquarrellany longer aboutthe,| 
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Martyr and moſt learned Father of his 
Times,S. Cyprian behave himſelfe ? who 
| profeſ{, ethzhar he world not , for difference in 
opinion,contend or ſtrive with any man; nor 
| wowld he break the peace of our Lord with his 
"Brethren,or cas off any man from bis com- | 
manionsbecauſe he was of a different mind«- | 
from him. By which his Chriſtian charity 
and moderation, S.Cyprien (though in an | 
errour ): deſerved better of the: Church 
chan Stephen Biſhop of Rome who was in 
theright,and did ( by his unquiet ſpirit )as 
muchas in him lay to rend and teare a- 
{under the Churches. Thus warranted by 
the example of this blefled Martyr , and 
likewiſe by the judgement of S. Auſtin 
heremsI need nor ſtick to affirme , that a- | 
mongſt the Doctors and Divines of Ger-| 
many thoſe who are in the errour and yet 
are willing and defirous to retaine a bro- 
therly Communion with thereſt , are fre- 
er & further from Schiſme in Gods fight | 
than they who arc inthe Trueth & with- 
all difdaine and deny to entertaine ſuch a | 
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Communio with other Churches which | 
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ſeek and ſue for it. If therefore they can 
but get an univerſall conſent in all Funda- 
mentalls, though in otherthings there bee 
ome difference amongſt private Doctors, | 
yet letthem all joyne their votes and voi- | 
ces inthis prayer to God, nulla (alui bello, 
pacemte poſcimut omnes, no ſafety can be had 


or hoped for in warre, therefore give peace in 


| 


i 
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J our time 0 Loyd. 
; But if any here ſhall demand , what 
} | courſe 1s to be taken about ſuch Contro- 
; verſies as cannot be decided and agreed 
: | upon, that they may notgiveany occaſion | 
* whereby this Peace and Union of the 


Churches ſhould be hindered , or being 
obtained ſhould afterwards be diſturbed 
and loft; will ſer down ſome few rules, 
which to me ſeeme worthy the obſerva-' 
tion and practice of Divines on both ſides. 
| Firſt, that whatſoever tart and bitter 
paſſages have formerly {lipt from Adver- 
faries cicherby word or writing , amids 
the hear of diſputation, they ſhouldall be 
pardond on both ſides for the: publike | 
good, and for ever after buried infilence. 
| G 2 and | | 
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2nd oblivion; And if it happen that any 


of thoſe books and writings thould after- 
wards bc reprinted; before they: paſle the 


| Preſſe, let them hr tf be purged of all gall & 


bitterneſſe, which otherwiſe would but 
rub up and renew the old ſore of ſtrife & 
contention.among[t brethren. 
Secondly,Becauſe no man can with pa- 
tience heare himlelfe branded withHere- 
fie, heed muſthbe taken that none bellan- 


dered with che name of, Neſtorians Enty- 
chian,or any other condemned Hereticke, 
lo long.as he doth expreſly denie and diſ- 
claim che damnd Opinions of ſuch He- 
reticks: ſeeing itis utterly impolsible that 
yer they ſhould continue firme in a bro- 
rherly Communion and concord, who 
for every petty difference in Opinion ceale 
'not by ſuch reproachfull and reviling 
rermes to provoke and exaſperate one an- 
other. Andit were 'to be wiſhed further; 
[that thoſe ſiding. names of Lutherans, 
Duinglians, Calviniſts, were all laid aſide; 
which are badges rather of Faction than 
any fraternall Union,anh ſuch as the anci- 


ent 
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| verted Points be let alone and not medied 
| with in Sermons preached to the com- 


 phanius would not allow Chriſtians to 
| beare any &n%m woe, any other name 
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added over & above to the name of Chri- 
ſtianburt reſt content with that. Nox Pe- 
crianos,non Paulinos vocari nos ofortet , ſed 
Chriſtianos: whe ought not to be called either 
Petrians,or Paulians, but Chriſtians , ſaith 
Naxiangen. But of all others Lattantiw is 
the molt levere and rigorous hereinzChrz- 
ſtiani eſſe defierunt, qui Chriſti n:mine omiſſo 
humana& externa -vocabula induerunt.they 
have left «ff to be ( hriſtians, who take upfer- 
raignetitles and humane appellations inſtead 
of thename Chriſtian : though to lay the 
trueth,ſuch names are rather faſten'd and 
farher'd on particular Churches by others, 
than by themſelves. cither deſired or ow- 
ned. 


Thirdly,that all profound and contro-} 


; mon people, or in any ſuch books as are 


| publiſht in the Vulgar tongue; let them be 
' accounted rather the exercile and bulines 
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of the Schooles;than any fit food & nou- 
riſhment for men's ſoules. Such perplex'd 
Diſputes may very well be ſpared in the 
Pulpit, but Charity, which ulually is im- 
paired by the handling and diſcuſsing of 
them , cannot be ſpared or wanting a- 
moneſt Chriſtians , without the utmoſt 
dangerand hazard of their foules. The 
common people doe but play and ſport 
with ſuch Controverſtes,they areno whit 
profited by them; and intheend, notwell 
underſtanding them, they give over {por- 
tingaand fall a quarrelling and contending 
aboutthem. 
Laſt of all, if Divines ſhall hereafter 
have a minde todiſperſe or publiſh and 
Diſcourſes about theſe Points, let them 
doe it according to that grave advice of 
Greg .Naxiangens 8Y omMimnas Ma ASNG, 6, 
with reaſons,not revilings: let their aimes & 
intentions be, notto non-plus and baffle, 
bur rather fairely and freindly to informe 
and reduce their ſtraying brother into the 
way of Trueth. Hee that ſhall afterthis 
manner be brought to ſee and forlake his 
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; ſhed, but inſtructed; nor will he be abaſhc 
and aſham'd,like one overmatcht & over- 
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Errour , Will not thinke himſelfe vanqui- 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
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| as one better'd and benefited by his bro- 


ther. He that isa proficient is never aſha. 
med. 


_andoften doth happen, that there are di- 
vers menboth learned and unlearned , li-. 


| 


 Ving in the ſame Church and within the 


come by his Adverſary , butratherrejoyce 


Hitherto havellaid down the meanes 
and manner how an Union may be ſer- 
led and continued berwixt ſeverall and in- 
dependent Churches. But becauſe ir may 


Dominions of the ſame Prince , whoſe 
conſciences(whether rightly or mifinfor- 
med ) will not ſufter them to ſubſcribeto | 


the common and more generally received 
Opinion in chele Controverſies let us in 
thenext place enquire, what courſe is beſt 
to be taken concerning ſuch men. 

And here,the Governours of each (eve- 
rall Church,if they have any regard & re- 


ſpe to the ſafety oftheir weak Brethren, 


they muſt ſee that they doe not intermixe 


with 
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with the publike Conteſhons andArticles 
of Religion, which they would have re- 
ceived and aſſented unto by all ſuch as 
live under their Juriſdition z any curious 
andunneceſſary Controverſies, nor any 
deciſions of nice and ſubtleQueſtions;but 
rather they mult take care that ſuch pub- 
like Confeſsions be framed and temper'd 
ro the capacity of the common people, ſo 
as they may inſtruct & edify the ignorant, 
and promote the lalvation of all. Herein | 
they ſhould doe well to conſider the wil- 


| dome of our Fore-fathers , whoſe ancient 


Confeſsions(unleſle we corrupt & ſtuffe 
chem with new Opinions of our own, on 
purpole todiſturb the publike Peace )no 
{ober and diſcreet man will refuſe to ſub- 
(cribe untothem. Neither is there any ne- 
celsity why we thould burden our pub- 
like Confeſsions with any ſuch additions 
of our own;ſfince God himſelfe hath or- 
dainedtobring his people to heaven and 
happinesnot through the rough & knot- 
ty paths of perplex'd & intricate Diſputes, 
but by the {ſmooth and compendious way 
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of Faith & (harity. Why then ſuch ſtrifes| : 
and - contentions about words? What 
make Schoole-nicicies amongſt Church, | 
Confeſsions ?the Salvation of Chriſtians «| ,,q,....... 
wholy placed in beleiving and ſerving Godgag | «i Chviitum 
that great Atbanafius ſometimes gravely 
{pake. STDICS 2 oratory 2: Tos feb 

Addetothis,;that they will have mich 
| adoeto maintaine a firme peace with o- | 
[ther Churches,who ceale notto perſecute | 
menand expell them cheir Communion | 
(as if they were Hereticks) onely becauſe | 
they maintajn that Doctrine Whichthole | 


| | 


onely as are fundamentall and generally 
| received by all the Reformed Churches, 


this inconvenience mult of neceſsity fol- 
H low 
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low thereupon,that many learned, pivus, 
and peaceable Minifters ſhall be driven 
| out & diſenabled from exercifing the Mi- 
 niſtery in thoſe Churches wherein they 
live. 

But if any man doubt, whether or no 
ſuch men may lawfully entertaine a holy 
and ſpirituall Communion one with an- | 
otherin the ſame Church , whoyet agree 
not amongft themſelves in all Points of 
| Divinity;this (as I conceive) 15a matter 
outof all doubt and queſtion. For astou- 
chingthac bleſſed Communion which is 
berwixt Chriſtians ar the receiving ofthe 
Lord's 'Supper, it confiſt's cheifly in theſe 
| particulars,thatby the common bond of 
| thebleſſed Spirit Weare all united ro that 

ſole head of the Church Chrift Jeſus; that 
by the ſame Spiric,and by Faith and Cha. | 


| 


rity we areunitedamongſt our lelvesand| 
tinked together as it were into one body, 
that laſtly, like men fed at the ſame table 
weare all of us nouriſhed upuntoeternall 


life with the ſame quick wy food, towit | 


the body andblood of Chriſt : in all theſe | 
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on,whoſoever approach and are admitted 
to that holy Table. Burnowas we doe 
not by this mutuall Communion profeſle 
our ſelyes to have attained all of us either 


knowledge in Divinity - ſo neither doc 
we hereby profeſle, chat there is an abſo- 
luteand exact agreement amongſt us a- 
bout all Points of Divinity , or that we are 
| all of us in one and the ſame Opinion a- 
bout all Diſputes and Controverſies. If no 
| Communion could be had amongſtChri- 
tians,bur upon ſuch hard termes as theſe, 
I beleive-it would hardly be found be- 
ewixt S. Peter and S. Paul, certaine Iam 
the Church of (ſorinth muſt of neceſsitie 
have fallen iu peices; and in theletimes of 
| ours there would nor eaſily be found ma- 
ny Divines of note and eminence, which 
could with a ſafe conſcience communi: 
cate together atthe ſame holy Sacrameart 
and Supper ofour Lord. Itistherefore the 
duty of all Church-Governours (as being 
 conſciousto themſelves of the common 


| 


j 


to perfectionor to an equall meaſure of | 


particulars doe they profeſle aCommuni-| 


| 
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infhrmities 
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[chan which nothing more neceſſary. So 


and conditionloever,as defireto continue 


infirmities of all men, both themſelves & | 
others)rotake heed leaſt while they exact | 
of their Peoplea too ſtrift and punttuall 
Confeſsion of more than what's neceſſa- 
ry.they thereby wouna and weaken the 
ſweer Peace and Unity of Chriſtendome;, 


much for Church-Governours. 
Come wein the next place to ſuch Mi- 
niſters-and other Chriſtians of what tare | 


in the Communion of- thoſe Churches 
wherein they live;bur yet cheir Conlcien: | 
ces will not permit them toallow & pro- 

feſleallche common and received Opini- | 
ons of the ſaid Churches. Such men muſt 
(ſee that they ſhow -themſelves teachable 
and tractable,and not perſiſt after a proud 
and: pertinacious manner in defence of 
thoſe Opinions wherein they diflenct from 
their Church. Now ſuch a one istobe acs- | 
| counted reachable andtrattable,who lends 
a willing and attentive eare to the inſtru- 
Qions and information of the Church; 
who doe's not diflent from her out of any | 
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perverſc and peeviſh humour, but meere- 
| ly out of the weakneſle of his judgement, 
being notable in ſuch profound: Points to 
dilcerne that Trueth;which men of grea 
teylearning and more acute wits calily ſee 
and perceive. And becauſe it is the-pecu- 
liar prerogative 'of Almighty. God to 
ſearch the hearts, it behoves us Chriſtians 
roencline alwaies to the more favoura- 
ble and morechariable ſide; and , where 
we have not cleare and evident reaſons 
for the contrary,we ought to judge of c- 
very man that he denies his aflent rather 
out of conſcience than contumacy and 
peryerſeneſle, 

They who thus behave themſelves, are | 
not tobe excladed and expelled the Coin: 
munion of thoſe Churches wherein they 
live, for petty miſtakes anderrours in their 
Opinions : but yet wich this caution and 
condition,that they take not upon them | 
to oppole the received Opinion ot the 
Church,orco publiſh & [{preadicheir own | 
private Opinion amongſt-the common | 
pcople. Nor can they juſtly diſlike of this ; 
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| this unneceſſary conflict of jarring Opini- 


— 


caution or take itill whoſoever have ade- 
fire to live peaceably in the Communion 
of the Church: for admit that the private 
jw of {ome Divine or any other | 
Chriſtian, be true, and the publike judge- 
meat of the Church,erroneous: yet never- 
theleſle, if the Errour be ſuch as doe's not 
prejudice a Chriſtian man's ſalvation, it is 
much better that the true Opinion of any 
private man whatſoever ſhould quietly 
ic hid in ſilence and obſcurity , than that 
the publike authority of the Church 
ſhould be openly contemned and tram- 
pled on,or thatthe Churches Peace, by 


| 


onsas by two contrary windes,ſhould be 

ſhaken and torne in peices. Bur if any 
man be perſwaded in his conſcience, that 

his private Opinion wherein hee differ's 
fromthe Churchzis of ſuch moment and 
importance as that men cannot be ſaved 
without the knowledge of it ; ſuch a one, 
if he cannot perſwade and convince the | 
Rulers and Governours of his Church in | 
this matter, muſt either turne aſide into 


a {ome | 
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{ome other Church , orelſe( for the good | 
of men's loules) patiently ſubmit to ſuch 
 cenfuresasthe Church in which he live's 
| ſhall infli upon him. © 
This is it( moſt learned Sir) which at 
your requeſt | thought good to write and 
ſenduntoyou. If it may ſtand you or any : 
man elſe in any ſteed for the advancing of 
the Churche's Peacc,l have all my wiſh & 
ayme for which I penned ir. They who 
are better acquainted with the preſenc | 
ſtate and affaires of the Germane Churches 
| than | am, will be able (no doubt ) ro give 
you fuller and better advice hercin. For 
my ſelfezit remaine's onely that | humbly 
; beſeech Almighty God » that he would 
moveand encline the hearts of Princes, | 
earneſtly to defire this blefled Union of 
our Churches ; that he would enlighten 
the underſtandings of Divines to find out] 
and follow after ſuch meanes as may 
| moſt conduceto the ſpeedy eftablifhing of 
it; that laſtly he —_— Hame the hearts 
of all Chriſtians toembrace this Peace, & 
| bequeathit toall poſterity. The God of 
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Peacegrant this for the fake of his deare 
Sonne, the {oleAuthor & procurer of our 
Peace. To whom with the bleſled Spi- 
rit be all honour, glory, 8& thankel- 
giving world without end. 
AM E N. 


THE 
OPINI 
RIGHT REVEREND FA- 


THER IN GOD Tromnas 
Moz ron Biſhop of 
DVRHAM, 


Concerning 


The Peace ofthe Church. 


Worthy S1 Ry 
RC: xN07r caſilycxpreſſe 


\ 4A 
a Þ- 4 \ 
= o 


w 
WA with thoſe few leaves 

107 HAS which I lately receaved 
Se from you; as ſoone as [ un- 
derſtood how that there 

was now at length ſome hopes of ſecling 
atrue and brotherly union betwixt Us & 
thoſe of Germany.who hold the Auguſtane 


Confeſsion, For ſceing that the very name 


of 
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of Peace is {weet and delightſome, much 
morethething icſelfe; efpecially if itbe a 
Peace in Religion , which indeed com- 
prehends init all kinds of true Peace and 
Unity: leannot chuſe therefore but con- | 
'gratulate and joy you(Sir) with that god | 
and truly-Apoſtolicall office which you 
now undergoec - an Emploiment which 
hath everthis ſucoefſe, thatit never can 
prove in vaine,or be altogether loſt ; for ic | 
will be ſure either to redound to the good 
of him that receive's it{ if tt be embraced,) 
or elſe(ifrejeed)ceturne back againe in- | 
to his bolome who proffer's it. Notwith- 
ſtanding , I oblerve there are rwo maine 
Controverhaes ferdowne by you's which | 
feem to let and hinder why. wee cannot "4 
ickly be untted and made one Qhurch; 
the former 15rouching the Eycharis}, the | 
ocher,couchingrhac involv'd and wyſteri- 
| ous-Point of Predeſtination. For the com- | 
| poſing of which two Controverhies, that | 
you ſhould defire, may opinion , ſceme's 
truly rome co bea courle ſomewhat pre- 
potterous and out of order : rather wee 
ſhould 
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ſhould imitate ( as | conceive ) thoſe ex-! 
pert Phyſitions,vvho ſometimes cure one 
contrary by another: ſo likewiſe we , [ce- 


dilaffeQtion and hatred in men's minds, 
twere neceflary ve ſhould firſt endea- 
vour that love and amity may be ſeated in 
the hearts and affeQtions of men , that ſo 
we may the more cafily allay their heatin 
diſputation , and reconcile them in their 
much differing Opinions. Tothe promo- 
ting of this good work I neither can nor 


ching both Controverſies , give me leave 
toglance atin three words ;to wit > that 
the way & meanes of cſtabliſhing anU- 
nion;ro menof peaceable minds , is eaffe; 
ro ſuch asare le moderate, tis poſible ,to 


The rt Tres. 
That ta eafie for peaceable and mode- 
rate men to be reconciled. 


ing that Diſcords in Opinion have bred | 


may be wanting. All that I ſhall ſay tou-| 


T2 appeare'splainelyfrom thar \love 
4 and'freindſhip which was-in times 
| I 2 
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Calvin. Epiſh, 


| 57. Eudtag. ; 


| 


q paſt berwixt the Profeſſors of both ſides, 
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| as were eminent and beyond all excepti- 


| Jacobur Andres ,* Brentius : Wee] bring in 


notwithſtanding thar their differences in 
Opinion were then very rite. . This is a 
Point of ſpeciall moment, andtherefore | 
for proofe of it we ſhould not alledge the 
examples of any obſcure men, bur of ſuch 


 onof both ſides. Let them they ( if they 
pleaſe) conſul their Luther, Melanchthon, 


our Calvis, Bucer,*Peter Martyr, and Zan- 
chy : all which fometimes ſhined in the 
Church of Chrilt like Rarres of the firſt 
magnirude. 
Firſtthen;there are ts be ſeene in Cal- 
[ vin's workes. many excellent Elogies of 
Luther , even then when Luther did in- | 
veigh moſt bitterly againſt all our men in 
the Point ofthe Sacrament, and provoked | 
chem farre to repay him in his owne lan- 
ouage. Whole paſsions,thereby moved & 
enflamed, Calvin with admirable pru- | 
dence ſuppreſt & kept from breaking out. 


but Tdefire(laith he). you would confidersfir# | 
what a worthy man Luther & , and with what 


excellent | 
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excellent gifts qualified, with what courage & 
conStancy with what dexterity with what ſuc. 
cefie and efficacy of hu Dottrine he' hath hi. 
| therto 'bent and beſtir d himſclfe to lay waft 


Doftrine sf our Satyation.-I have many times 
ſaid that ſhould becall me Divel , yet never- 
theleſie would flil have (0 reverent an eſteem 
of him a4 to acknowledge him for aworthy ſer- 
pant of Gd. Thus Calvin : a faying {o. full 
of {vweetneſfe and moderation ,as if-not a 
man but humanity ir ſelfe had 1 poken it. 
Not long after, he made ule ofthe Apo- | | 
Rle's argumentto contaitic & keep' in obr | 
Divines,leaſt waxing roo hot and paſsio- 
nate they! ſhould break our into revilings: 
i become's w((ath he ) ſo-to reproye what 
we finde amiſſe in him , a8 that we remit ſome- 
thing out of an honourable reſpett to bur rares 
endowments: let not-therefore that befall us, 
which 1 denounced by S.Paul,thatby biting 
and devouring one another we be ovalu- 
med. Thougb he have provcked us, yet are wee 
rather to keep w quiet thanto teate the wound 
widertothe publike danger and dammage of 
| God's Church. ſ3 _ Bur! VN 


| the Kingdome of dntichrift » &) maintaine the | 


The Opiniw | 


| V4. 


Calvin. tra, | 
2. defenſ. de | L 
$4acran, Cav 0 


ſelfe? vwas he {© farre poſſeſt with preju- 


enimy that though be well knew my Opinion, 


Bar now hovo did Lueber carry him-' 


dice and paſsion , asto diſdaine all com- 
merce and ſocierie with our men? Nay he 
refuſed norto emer into freindſhip with 
Calvin himfelfe, chonghhe knew himrto 
bea Rour Champion of our Sacramentary | 
Cauſe. Let Catvin hiraſclte ſpeake if you 
pleaſe, NotwithRanding Luther ( Gairh he) | 
in private was ſofarre from accounting me his 


ye ref fed benot to ſalute mee with reve- 
rence by letters writwith his owne hand, (for 
the diſhoneftyof Weſtphalus forceth mee to 
feake thu fooliſhly, ſo as to relate it in thes 
-very ſame expreſiion which be-bimſelfe uſed.) | 
Aﬀrtervvards , when the Agreement was 
halfe finiſhed ar Marpwrgr5and they were 
not yerdeparted from that mectingsheaf- 
firme's that heretained'the ſame efteeme. 
of Ozcolampadiusand Zuingline as he for- 
merly haddone*'andhe did there folemn- 
| h promiſe ro account and reſpect them 
henceforth as Brethren. 

| Secondly ,wharaniinrimare freindſhip 


and 
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tas, Jacohw Andres, Brentiw, andous Di-. 
vines.the mutuall Sakations which pal- 


Melanchtbon writing toCalvinzbegins his 
Letter after this canner; Reverend and 
( Chriftian "Brother, [ uſt we ſballbave ative 
ke week and conferre together, And after- 
| wardscongluding,  [ beſeeah the Savue of 
God aur Land Joh Chrift, the Guardian 
| and keeper of his Church , that he mould guide 
| Ceare BY ptber, Refides,w hat wasobleryed 
concerning Melanehthon & others by our 


' congeals fram us; ertheugh aith he) Phi- 
| lip Melanchthon did not impart his Opinian 
(z0ucbing the Sacrament ) te Peter Martyr, 
dfterpar ds, to divers orbers : withwhom he (i1 


cobus Anares and Breatin did unanimoul- 
ly adhere to the Opinion of Latber con- 
 cerning the Euchariſt,of whom notwith- 
tanding Calvin thus [peaks , your Letters, 


 & familiarity there was berwist Melanch- | 


ſed herwixt them canabundantly wirnes; | 


; Melanchthon | 


\ Sturmius, he himfelfe will by no meanes 
continued in love and freina/pip. Further, Ja- 


worthy Sir and my much honoured Brother 


f 


Calvino, inter 
Epi/tolas Cal= 
vint, 18 Te 


| 


| 


oh. Sturmiu |} 


Ep.ad Princ, | 
Freder.inter ' 
Calyint Ep. 
3904s 


Calvin. Epi/?. 


240. Jacob. 
Anadree.u 
Epi/t.3 2.0 q«+ 
re/4. 


| (ſpeaking 
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| applaud. Farewell worthy Sir, and my much 


(ſpeakingto Jacobur Andrea) were not a li- 
tle welcome to me; for a) much as TI underſtand 
by them how that amids theſe ſad: and unhappy 
contentions, wherein I am moſt unwillingly en- 
gaged. you Till continue like affetted towards 
me ar heretofore you bave been. Againe, this 
your moderation of mind I embrace & highly 


reſpefied Brother. T wiſh all happineſſe to 
Brentius. God Almighty ever guide 'and di- 
rett you by his bleſſed ſpirit, Strengthen and 
(uStaine you by his power,and ſhower downe his 
bleſſings in abundance upon you. And againe, 
in another Letter , Brentius ſalute's you. 


and whyſhouldnor We,putting _— 
clls of meekngſle , tread the ſteps of theſe 
Worthies ? Shallrhey breach our nothing 
but mildneſſe and {weerneſſe, and wee 
nought but rage and fury ? God forbid. I 
have done with the firſt Thefis, I now 
proceedto the {ccond. + 8 4 de 


| 


Thus:were matters carried-amongft the: | 


as | 
This | 


| 
þ 


agree in any one third,agree likewiſe betwixt 
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The ſecond Tuzs15. 


That tis poſdible for the moſt hot aud ri- © 
gorow ſpirits to be reconciled © 


Ive mee leave to make ule 'of that 
AT Maxime of Ariffotle , lo frequently 
uſed in the Schooles; butin a ſenſe ſome- 
whar different --- Que conveniunt in codem 
Tertio,imter ſe corveniunt : ſuch two things as 


themſelves. \nlike manner,l conceive that 
though we differ much in our Opinions 
about the Euchariſt , yet there are ſtill re- 


ciples and certainenotes ognotions out of 
which any one who is ht blinded with 
prejudice may draw an afſertion. One is, 
the authority of Scripture , ſufficient of it 
{elfe crochallengea beleife: a ſecond is, the 
cleare light of Antiquity, as cleare as the 
Sunne at mid-day. Burthis is no fit place 
rodiſcourſe at large upon theſe. Three o- 
K 


| 


th. 


— 


_ 


and agreed. | 


f 


madping amongſt us ſome common Prin-| 


ther 
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 caly 6pu/c- | it. Againe, T affirme ( ſaith hee ) that inthat 
\ de Sacra, | Confeſſions. as it was (Printed at Ratisbon, 
OO | there's not ſo much as one word which ts contra- 
| 'ry to our DoGrine: and ifthere be anyambi- 
| | guity to be met with in the ſenſe , none more. 
| | fit to be the Interpreter of it than the Author 
| ; bimſelfewhoſe worth will eafily obtaine him-| 
Ls | CAO ROD tbat| 


_— 


ther thereare which inno wiſe may bee. 
paſſed over,ſeing they are ſuch as are more 
| proper and peculiar to the two, adyerle | 
parts.[ wil begin with the firſt of the. The 
Augu$tane Confeſsion is by the Divines of 
Saxony efteemed as an Oracle,of undenia-| | 
ble and unqueſtionable authority, now it | 
our men allow and approve of that Con- { 
teſsion, ] doe not ſee what can'poſsibly | ; 
make moretfor the obtaining of aRecon-- 
ciliation.' And for certaine Catvis herein | 
agrees with them : I defire ( ſaithhee) as | 
much 41 any mana. fincere and trueunionsſo 
it beſuch 24 God bath. approved in hi word: 
nor doe I rejett the Auguſtane Confeſſion , 
whereunto I did, once -wittingly' and; willingly 
ſubſeribe , according to that interpretation 
which the Author thereof bimſelfe put upon 
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eaten and drunke by us. The ſecond, but this 
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that honour with all pious and learned men. 
So He. Neither ishe ſingular in this : but 
others there are,though ofthe ſame Opi- 
nion with him concerning the Euchariſt, 
who will grant as much. (a) I am of the 
number of thoſe ( {aith John Sturmius) who 
concerning the receiving of the body © blood 
of Chriſt approve of the Auguſtane Confeſ#i- 
on. Hierome Zanchy hath a deſire to brin 
in his verdict too, (b) [ frofeſſe ( ſaith hee) 
that as oftenas I had occaſion to fpeake any 
thing about this Point, I did alwaies containe' 
my ſelfe within the compaſſe of theſe three 
heads: the firſt whereof is , that inthe Lord's 
Supper not onely bread and wine, but the very 
body and Hood of our Lord is truely offered us 
by ( briſt,and likewiſetruely recerved, truely 
is done not by the mouth and teeth of our body, 
but by atrue and an attuall faith. The laſt, 
that thereforethis is done by belervers onely, 


and by none others. Now #heſe heads are taken | 
out of G d's word , nor are they repugnant to 


the Auguſtanc Confeſ5ion. Thele things be- 


ing {o,thoſe worthy men have the more 


(a) Ep.Stur- 
miiad Fred. 
Princ.mter 
Epiſt. Calvin. 


394. 

(b) Zaxch. 
Miſceltratt. 
de Coena Dg- 
mint Confe//. 
ad Magiſtrat. 


| 
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(a)Ep.Stur- 
| miique extat 
| inter Calyini 
| Ep1/14304. 


Epi/Z. 45. que 
eſt Sultter.ib. 
(b) Calvin 


piſt 32. Fa- 
re{'s. 


(c) Melanchr. 
Epi/?.Caluin. 
que inter Ep. 
187, 


| 
| 


| their Bread-worſbipin the Lord's Supper. | 


OImonR—  - > —— 


realonto be chtreared by us, that belides| 
the laid 4uguitane Confelsion ( which 
was anciently framed and ordained to be 


the common rule of Faith: for all Prote- 
Fauts , whereby they might be diſtingui- 
| ſhed from Papiſts )they would not obtrude 


upon us any other private Opinions of 
their own, tothe hinderanceef che pub- 


| ike Peace. 6316-04-14 
| Adfeccond Principle of: che like nature, 
which even Reaſon ir {clfe dorh dictate, 


and prefled the neceflary conſequentand 
| ſequell whereof may not bee granted by 
us. Butnow it-1s well knowne, that Lu- 
therxo remove out of the way the perill of 


atthecelebrationof the ExchariSt , which: 
had formerly beenpraftiſed ; and for the 
(ame end he abolifhc the elevation of the 
hoſt al{o ; that ( 6) Brentiws likevviſe did | 
with much carneſtneſte oppoſe their 
| Broaden God , (for fo hee himaſelfeterme's 
Kt; ) hfbly 3 that(c) Melanchthon did reject 


| is this; tharno Antecedent is to be urged | 


[dalatry , did aboliſh all (4) worbhipping | 


Thoſe; 


s. a _—_. tA CO EI” —_ 


—_ 


| 


fBrMorTo N. 


Thoſe godly and learned men therefore ; 
areto be entreated , that they would well 
weigh with themſelves whether or no 
thefe (ame abuſes which They with fo 
great applauſe cryed down and abhorred, 
be not for allthatthe genuine ofspring of 
that Ybiquity which at this day is main- 


a 


rained by them. 

Thirdly, leaſt any man haply ſhould 
pretend, that no whit isto hee abated of 
thatbitterneſle and rigour Wherewtth Ut: 
firſt they exerciſed the patience of Oeco- 
lampadius and Zuingliu they are againeto 
be intreatedthat in rheir great wifedomes | 
| they would herein take notice of a vaſt 
difference. Anauiar,inthe ninth of the Aﬀs, 
| when firſt he was warned in a Viſion 
| Pt bis bands upon Saul , he was ſomewhat 


| unwilling todoe it; Fhave heard( ſaith he). 
| by many bl man &c. but afterwards, i 
having better underſtood the counſel! and | 
purpoleof Godhe gladly embrace's him, 
fayins,Brother Saul #he Lord hath ſent mer 
#nto thee. The very ſame might have been 
heretofore obſerved inthe carriage of Ly- 


| | K z ther 
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| ther himſclfe towards Zuingliw and Oeco- 


there was nothing in the Euchariſt ſave 


lampadius, whom at firſt heefell upon 
roughly, when he heard that rhey held 


only bare ſignes and figures : bur after- 
wards , having further examined their 
meaning z he kindly 8& courteouſly reachr 
out the right hand of fellowſhip unto 
them. After the very ſame manner did 
 Calym likewiſe ſtand aftefted towards 
chem,as he himſelfe confeſſeth ; when at 
my fir$t entrance (\aith hee ) into the cleare 
[un-ſhine of the Goſpel out of Popiſb darknes, 
Treadin Luther how that Occolampadius 
and Zuinglius would admit of nothing in the 
Sacraments but bare anda empty figures ,this | 
(I confeſſe) ſofarre poſſeſt me with aprejudice 
againſt their writings, that Irefrained along 
timefromreading them. Thus [poke (Calvin 
at that time ofchoſe men > whom not- 
withſtandinghe afterwards had in great 
love and familiarity with him. Why may : 


| 


ſhow themſelves Luthers towards us, lo 


long as they finde us not inferiour to Oe- 


'notthen the Saxon Divines bepleaſedto| 


colampadius 


ns. _— ——_——@yr=— 
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| 
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of ſuch arguments, as may, not coldly beg 
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colampadius and Zuingliw inthis Point ? 


The third Tnes1s. 


we wiſh for , is very neceſſary for all 
men, whether of a milde or turbu- 


lent difþpofition. 


T is not my purpoſe to laſh out into. 

Common places,wherein much paines 
might be {pent,and litle orno benefit got 
byit.It behoves me rather to provide me 


and intreat, but commandzand as it were | 
violently compell men to live at peace and 
unity amongſt themſelves. Neither are 
there any (as you well know fitter for the 
ſerling and confirming of ſuch aCommu- 
nion» than are thole which are drawne 
from the common joy,orgreifte; the com- 
mon danger, orthe common good & ad- 
vantage of both ſides. There's nota more 
evident and infallible ſigne of atrue mem- 
ber of Chriſt,than to compaſlsionate orto 


have a fellow-feeling one of another; 


which 


— — 
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which is ſcene eſpecially in tworhings: 
firſt, inrejoycing at the hopes of a Recon- 
ciliation; ſuch as was the Pſalmiſt'sjoy in 
that divine acclamation of his atthe unity 
of Brethren, 6 haw good and joyfull a thing | 
it is | Secondly, a lorrow of heart at {o 
Jong and weariſomea diflention ; ſuch as 
the ſevves expreſſed by their great thoughts 
of bearsfor the dtvifions of Reuben. Schitme | 
growing and getting upon the Churchart 
Corinth, the Apoſtle exhort's them to bee & 
[ exTypmno 80 | perfeftly joyned together in the| i 
[ame minde and in the ſame judgement : the , 
; word iis derived fr6 ap7iC@,vvhich amongſt 
Phyſitions ſignifies coſerright againeſuch 
| members as arcout of joynt. The ſame A- 
poſtle, that he might compoſe and ſetle 
the mindes of the Philippians, © what a 
ſacred charme doe's he make ule of! 1 
(ſaich he) there be any conſolation in Chriſt, 
if any comfort of love » if any fellowſhip of the : 
ſpirit if any bowells of mercies , fulfill my joy. j 
But how may they doe that ? He goes on, | I 
| |} that yee belike minded having the [ame love, | 
| | [eine » © Pegrodrres] being of one accord, | 
HIT (657547 HT 
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of one mind.1 verily beleive;that Eloquence 
her ſelfe,if ſhe had a tongue to ſpeake, ſhe 
could not have {poke more emphatically: 
wherecach word is a ſharp dart, peircing 
and wounding our very hearts and ſoules. 


ties in the ſame Apoſtle to the Epheſians, 
one body ,one ſpirit, one hope, one calling, one 
Lord,one Faith, one Baptiſme , one God and 
Father of all: all which make for that one 
thing which he there aime's at , to wit, 
thatthe Epheſians ſhould endeavourto keep 
the unity of the ſpirit inthe bond of peace. 

As touching the danger, weallof us 
know thatthe tyranny of the Romiſh An- 


ſweetly ſing s to himſelfe that blacke and 
fatall Maxime [divide & impera 7 (et them 
once at variance, audthen youmay quickly 
maſter them, or rather, by ſetting them ar 
variance,you may confound and tumble 
them into the pir of hell : for the king- 
dome being once divided , Hell it ſelfe 
cannot ſtand. Let uslearnto be wiſe from 
the examples of others : the Guelphi and 


[ will adde onely thatlong chaine of YVn:- 


tichriſt hang's over our heads: who! 


| # Gibellini | 
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T his i$ tine 
i 1tle of that 


Lontcliton. 


| Gibellini Cthoſe two implacable and irrecon- 
| cileable Fattions ] did agree together and 
| joynetheir forces, when the common E.- 
nimie came againſt them. and ſhall not 
Werowle our (elves up to ſave & defend 
ourſelves? 
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tiond,can there beany greater gaine than 
Salvation ?and yet even this too, the more 
common, the greater and better it is. Lect 
us then(I beſeechyou for the love of God) 
ſet before our eyes the Greek Church 
which now ſeeme's to ſuc and wooeto 
us for abrotherly union and agreement;as 


appeare's from that Confeſſion of Faith late- 


| 1y ſet forth in the name of all the EaSternes 


('hurches bythe right Reverend Father Cy- 
rill Patriarch. of Conſtantinople : which 
agrees exactly with our Proteſtant Con- 
teſsions in every Articleſerforth and pub- 
liſhed by him. Me-thinks I ſee this moſt 
ample & farre ſpreading part ofthe Chri- 
ſtian world ready to fly- into our armes & 
embraces preſently upon the firft newves 
of onrunity and agreement amongſt our 


As forthe gaine and advantagel[ men- | 


Rc 


| {elves 
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ſelves: which hope of ours ſhould Chriſt 
be pleaſed to crowne with ſucceſle, this 

alone would farre outvie and ſurpaſle in 

glory all thetriumphs and trophies of all 

the Emperours in the world. ButT haſten 

to your other Queſtion. 


Theother CONTROVERSY. 


Concerning that unfathowd myſtery f 
Predeſtination upon the foreſight 
of Faith and Workes. 


His is that other Queſtion ( as | ga- 


ther from your Letter) whereon as on 
a rock divers men ( otherwiſe defirous of 
Peace) have daſhr and ſplit cheniſclves. 
Thar therefore men may knowe, | have 
not of my owne accord ſought after and 
catcht atthis opportunity to diſpute , bur 
rather am caſt upon it againſt my will,my 
proceeding herein {ball be not by way of 
diſputation-but ( as the Times ratherre- 


quire ) by way of exhortation & advice. 


[ hope therefore the learned Divines of 
Saxony will take this my advice in good 


L, 2 _ part, 
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part, wherein [ earneſtly pray and beſeech 
chem, firſt that they would be reconciled 
to their owne Luther inthis Point, who 
(as it did well become a child of Grace ) 
did conſtantly hold and maintaine that 


gratuitous, Next, that they would not, in 


Grace,luffer themſelves to be outſtript by 
Papiſts , nay ]ctuites , and the prime Do- 
Ctors too of that (eEt,” Bellarmine,Tolet, Pe- 
rerius Suarex, Salmeron , Maldonat : who 
have all of them exploded this Doctrine 
of Predeſtination upon the forefight of Faith 
and WWorkes ,as pure Pelagianiſme. Laſt of 
all,iris ſome wildome tor a man to profit 
by his enimy- there came outa book two 


-> creature», of the Sorbow , dedicated: to the preſent 


| whereof is this ; that thi wbole Doftrine 


yeares agon, written by Will: de Gibieuffe, 


Pope Urban ; wherein are inſerted the 
wordsof Pope Clement the eighth concer- 
ning the Auxilia Gratis : the ſumme 


aught to beſquared and conformed.to S. Au- 


the Grace of God is every way free and 


the patronizing and vindicating of Divine| 


"_ 


, = 
F : 


{tin's | 


wr —_—— 


ti 
I 


\: 


| nary ſhare o: S.AuStin's Legacy. 


importunity (who are {uch an earneſt Fa-. 
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ſtin's judgement in the Point of Grace that 
the ſame S. Auſtin ought be acknowledged and 
foll:wed as a guide and leader ,foraſmuch as 
that good Father ſeeme's to have omitted no- 
thing which concernes the ſaid Controyerfies: 
and becauſe (laith he ) many of our Prede- 
ceſſours have Stood up ſo ſtoutly for that Do- 
frine of S. Auſtin concerning Grace as if they 
defired to baveit continued in the ( hurch as 
her right of inberitance it is not meet T ſhould 
[ufer her to be deprived of thu her patrimony. 
Thus farrethat Pope: unto whole j udge- 
ment ] will not ſay, for the authority,but 
the trueth of it) I nothing doubt but Cal- 
yin himſelfe, were he now living , would 
fubſcribe: And he thar ſhall read ( alvin's 
writings, will quickly grant, that in theſe; 
Controverſies he had more than an ordi- 


Thus you fee, Sir, how that partly your 


&ourtor Peace) and partly my own zeale 
in ſo neceſſary a Caule, have made me ex- 
| ceed the accuſtomed bounds of a Letter . 
wherein, if you finde not much judge-' 


L 3 ments 
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| ment, yet may you behold my care & de- 
fares for Chriſtian Peace. The author of 
all true peace, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſtrengchen and enable you by the power 
of his holy ſpirit cheerefully to goe tho- 
rough with this ſo waighty an employ- 
| ment for the publike Peace of his Church, 
Farewell. 


TrHomMas DURHAM. 


Polt(cript. 

That we ſhould thu firſt [eek and ſue for bro- 
therly love C> unity, ts ſofarre from being | 
any prejudiceto our cauſe , a4 that it tra- 
ther to be counted an honour to w: in that 
we herein follow the precept and praftice of 
God himſelfe, of whom the Evangeliſt ſaith, 
1. Joh.4.10. He firſt loved us. 
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OPINION OF THE 


RIGHT REVEREND FA- | 


THER IN GOD Iosxtv»n 
Harr Biihop of | 
EAGETER, 
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| 
o Hole Articles of Religi- 
Tg on wherein the Divines 
d&f of both ſides doe fully a- 
L£ grce, are abundantly fuf- | 
F ticient;both for a Chriſti- | 


| * an man's ſalvation, and | 
|} likewiſe for he of a brane & 


Liſting Peace inthe Churches of God. As | 
for the reſt, | would not have them recko- | 
| ned amongſt the Apoſtle's Cam Swi; Cn 
| (4:7 foolth Queſtions : doubtleſſe they. 

| are ſuch as may perhaps not unkitly bee | 


ſent to the Diviaity-Schooles,there to bee 


chroughly diſcufſed : bur by no meanes 
By ought 


ct 
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ought they to diſquiet thePeace either of | 
any Chriſtian ſoule , or of God's holy 
Church. What doe we profeſsing Chriſti- 
an Charity and love, if weſtill obſtinately 


| refuſe to indulge our Brethren this litleli- 
| berty ofdifſenting from us in doubtfull & 


| 
| 


difficult Schoole-queſtions ? Secing wee 
know very well that our good and graci- 
ous Saviour paſſed over with filence and 
tolerationgreat and greivous Errours in 
compariſon of theſe ( if it begranted that 
theſe are Errours, ) and that too even in 
{ſuch as were of his owne houſhold and 
| CEEINUC. 


| There are but three things about which the re- 
verend Divines of both fides profeſſe 
themſelves to difſer, 


H E firſtis , whether or no our Lord 

and Saviour Jeſus Chriſtbe truly om- 
nilcient, omniporent , and omnipreſent, 
not only according to his Divinity, but al. 
{o according to his humane nature, by ver- 
rue of the per{onall Union?That the Lord 


| . Jeſus} 
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Jeſus(ro Wit God and Man) is in both his 


| natures omniſcient, omnipotent, and om- 


niprelent,is confeſt on each ſide - this be- 
ing granted , the word| according | is a 
meere Schoole-nicity. How farrethe ver-: 
cue of that hypoſtaticall union extend's it 
(elfe,the holy gholt is filentzand a Chriſti-| 
an may lafely be ignorant of it. Letthe 
Do&tors,ifthey liſt, diſpute and buhte their 
brainesas much as they pleaſe about this 
matter: it will be enough for a Chriſtian, 


hoth God and man, to whom allthele ar- 
tributes truely belong and appertaine.Nay 


| even Divines themlelves have enough 


whereinthey may reſt ſatisfied, ſolong as 
this be granted on both {1desxthateventhe 
humane nature conſ(1dered perſonally is 
omniſcient,omnipreſent , & omnipotent: 
which weeallof us roundly and readily 
profeſſe withoutany doubt. or ſcruple. O 
what enimies are we to Peace , if we will 
yetneecds quarrell amongſt our ſelves! In 
all chis, I wiſh. we would carefully re- 


member chat uſefull diſtintion of Job 


| 


ro knowethat he hath a Saviour who is 


M Gerſon, |_ 
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| Gerſongeſſe quedam de neceſſitate fidet , que- 
dam vero de fidei devotione : that there are 
| ſome things eſſentiall and neceſſary to Faith, 
| other ſome things which ſhee piouſly and de- 


neceſſity as the other : the former are ſuch 
as may not ſo much as bee once doubted 
 of-but theſe latter may-admir of an: 6-7;@ ; 
we may ſafely either ſuſpend our aſſent 


them. 
The ſecond Article wherein they dif- 
Chriſt's body is truly and really given, ta- 


with the outward Elements: All the que- 
pom Peace ſhould any. way. be diſtur- 


that which by a ſacramentall Union is 
Chriſt's body; and that therefore they. are 
guilty of the body and blood of Jeſus 


i. 


Voutly belerves, but yet they are not of ſuch 


unto them , or politively diſſent from. 
fer,is concerning the manner of receiving. 
Chriſtinthe Euchariſt. Both agree, that 
ken,and eaten in this Sacrament together 


ſtion 1s concerning Yaworthyreceivers. An 
unworthy. Queſtion truly it is, that the 


_ Chriſt. 


edabout it. We willingly grant both of | 
us. that even ſuch as are Yaworthy doecat 


| 


———_————_——_ 


tt 


| of B* HALL, ; 


| Chriſt - What doe wee now making any 
more adoe about the manner of their ca- 
ting-whether it be Orallor not ? Let Chri- 
ftians make this their care, that they the- 
ſelves may be found worthy Communi- 
cants,and let them not trouble themſelves 
to knowe how thoſe which are unwor- 
thy are partakers of Chriſt. How farre the | 
vertue of that Sacramental Union extends 
it ſelfe, and whether the manner of this 
eating be Orall or Spiritual, let the Schools 
diſpute it. Chriſtians neednotbe tos curi- 
ous in enquiring after it ;znor is it fit wee | 
ſhould dilquiet the Churche's Peace, by 
refuſing toindulge mutually one another 
aliberty of Opinion in ſuch nice Points. 
The third Article is that fatall Point of 
Predeſtination: about which, Divines of 
both ſides expreſſe themſelves varioully, 
but yet modeſtly and-diſcreetly. In many | 
things, and ſuch as are of moſt moment, 
their judgements on both ſides are the: 
| ſame: as,that ele&tion is moſtfree , & pro- | | 
| © ]ceeding from the meere mercy of God,  ; | 
| thatGod found not any cauſe or occaſion 1 
| M 2 in q 
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in thole whom hee elected ; the ſight 


 foreordaine ſuch as he fore-favv would 
intime beleive, &c. Certainly of all the 


the infinite & all-wite diſpoler of things 


| than that God did foreſee who would be- 


whereof might move himto chule them 
rather than others : but that he did from 
all eternity reprobate and prxdeſtinate to 
eternall damnation ſuch as perſevere and 
perliſt in their ſinnes and infidelity ; not 
by any rigie and ablolute decree, without 
having any reſpect orregard to fin, but out 
of his moſtjuſt judgement : ſo as allthe 
cauſe & the blame of it ought to be fought 
for in the men themſelves. Inthis they are 
at a ſtand; thatthe foreſight of Faith and 
Perſeverance is by the reverend Divines 
of Saxony placed before the a&t of God's 


EleRion:ſoas God did: from everlaſting 


Queſtions about Przdeſtination,this con- 
cerning the order of his Decree is leaſt 
materiall. ſeeing we know aſluredly that 


performes all this with one fingle-& moſt 
hmple a&. There is nothing more certain 


leive,and that he did przdeftinate ſuch -as 


ſhould) 
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ted (which they of Saxony willingly pro- 
feſſe) that Faith is the ſolegiftof God,and 


all of itdoth originally proceed from the 
free grace & meere mercy of God , which 
was beſtowed on them in Jeſus Chriſt 
from all Eternity ;I lay , let this be. gran- | 
ted and doubtleflethere can be nodanger 
1 that Opinion of Previ/ion-or fore-ſight: | 
God from everlaſting fore-ſaw that, 
which he himlelfe from everlaſting de- 
creed to beſtow in time upon ſuch as 
ſhould beleive. All this isfound and ſafe, 
nor is there any cauſe. why any further 
ſtrife & contention ſhould be made here - 
about. 

In all this)l embrace and applaud this 
Chriſtian and brotherly moderation and 
holy deſires of Peace: thus ir becomes 
Chriſtians,thus it becomes Divines. I am 
much deceived, ifthis modeſt and icafo- 
'nable appeaſing and calming of men's 
minds doe's not promiſe a firme and per- 


ſhould beſaved- letbutthis then be gran-\ 


that whatſoever good there is in theElect; | 
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Thee whoart the Life. Amen, Amen. 


From the Palace at 
Exceter. Febr. 25. 


1634. 


and devout prayer of 


JOS: EXON: 


| God of Peace, in thy good time accom- 
| liſh it : give eare to the prayers of thy 

People,andgrant that all Chriſtians may 
be of one heart and one way »till at length 
we come,by Thee who art the Way, to 


Which # the humble daily, ja 
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Afterwards the ſame M* John Dury ſent 
untotheL* Biſhop of Exceter a Coppy of a 
Certaine piow aud peaceable Decree made & 


| publiſhed by a generall vote at a publike Mee- 
ting ofthe States in Franckfort : requeSting 
his Opinion concerning the meanes and man-. 
ner how this good worke might be advanced. 
whereunto be had returned him this An(wer. 


TO 


| _ . 


nut ——_——. 


—— 
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| 


HIS MOST FAITH-| 
| full, learned and loving freind = 
M* Joun Dus ry, all 


bappineſſe. 


LR, 
2 Have read over, with a 


"FO > « H #2 : 
@ =) [4 "@ great deale of delight ,| 


ZAJIf £he Tranſcript you ſent 
£24 > & me of that Decree for 
ND 


Z=&Y Peace, which was lately 
We A \igned by all the Prote- 
ſtant States and Delegates allembled at 
Franckfort: than which Decree , nothing 
(in my Opinion ) could polsibly have 
been deviſed more full of prudence and re- 
ligion : nor doe I ſee (as the caſe now 
ſtand's) what more could be once hoped 
for ; or what could poſcibly have beene 


N propoſed 


Þs _ 
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| much wiſh and defice. Thus it was meet 
| that the holy Citizens of God's Church, 
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| propoſed and reſolved upon that might 
more conduceto the adyancement of the 


 publike Peace» which all good men [0 


chat pious Princes and Peeres ſhould thus: 
carefully provide for the Peace and fafety 
of Chriftendome And blefled beGod,the 
beſtower of every good giftthe Author of 
Peace,whodid put into their noble hearts. 
thoſe holy defires and purpoles : maythe 
{ſame good God beplealed , at length to-f1- 
 niſh this his awne work lo hopetully be- 
84s and crovwane it with ſuccefle. And 
truely neither our prayers nor our utmoſt. 
endeavours ſhall ever be wanting hereun- 
£03 neicher know I well upoa what hopes 
it js-but methinkes my mind doth confi- 
dently promiſe and praſage a happy iſſue | 
to this holy emterprile. For indeed what a 
{mall and flender hedge is it, which now 
divide's and paxt'sus? We doe all of us of | 
the Reformation, receive and approvethe 
ſame Scriptures,the fame Creeds.the ſame 
Auguſtane Confelsion -: onely in one Arti- 
cle} 


—— 
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cle the ſenſe is ſo doubtfully expreſſed, 
thatthe Author himlelfe did not thinke it 
ſafe to adheretotheletter of it. The foun- 
dation of the Chriſtian Faith is, amongſt 
us all, one and the ſame, entire and unſha- 
'kenz there's not ſo much as one ſtone in it, 
or the leaſt peice of caement,about which 
any queſtion either is or can be made. Up- 
onthis Foundation there are built certain 
Points of Schoole-divinity , about which 
alone weſo hotly contend : but what are 
theſetoa Chriſtian 2 What are theſe to 
Salvation? In whata fafe and quiet ſtace 
might the affaires of Chriſtendome have 
beetyif ſuch nice Diſputes of curious and 
over-buſtc heads had never been heard of, 


ſelves with ſome generall formes of ex-| 
| preſsing the Trueth , and not preſently to 
have ſifted Divinity ſo over-nearly asthey 
have done ? 

But ſeeing theſe ſtrifes , which are nor. 
onely unprofitable , but very hurtfull and 
prejudicialltoboth ſides, are rhus untor- 
runately raiſed; wharberter advice can be 


iflearned men could have contented the- |. 


| PSS ox thought 
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choughtupon for the ſetling and compo- 

fing of thefe ſtirres,than thar che Faith be | 
brought back agatnero its primitive fim- 

plicicne and plaineneſle,by the publike au- 

thority and joynt conſentof the Chriſtian 

Church? Andthat in this confuſed mix- : 
ture and mulciplicity of matrers of beleife, 
the Chriftian world be taught warily to 
diſtinguiſb-berwixtthe genuine and pro- 
per Articles of Faith,and rhelefle neceſſary 
additions of Schoole-concluſions : which | 
wruely inthis very buſineſle is a matter of 
no great difficulty to performe. This eſpe- 
cially is fundamentall, Chriſ# both, God 
and Man; and ſolikewile this, Chriſt, God 
and Man, truely omniſtient omnipotent,on- 
nipreſent ; now if any ſhall adde further, 
Feſus Chriſt,according to his humane natures, 
ts omniſcient omnipotent omnipreſent , eryely | 
that word [according] leemes to be farre | 
off from the Foundation ; *tis a Scholaſti- 

call notian,and tobe turned over to pro- 

feſt Divines; but.ir is not fit the Salvation. 
ofplaineand iYiterate Chriſtians ſhould 
be madeto hang anddepend upon ſucha 
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ſubtle and nice Point as this is. Can theſe; | 
knowe,or are they bound to know, how 
farre the vertue of the hypoſtaticall Union | 
extend*s it{elfe, or what the bounds are 
either of thoſe faculties. or operations | 
which flow from that union of the two | | 
natures ?Certainely if God had intended | 
this for a neceflary Point to. be knowne | 
by all men, he would not fo ſparingly and 
ob{curely have revealed unto his Church 

a myſtery ſo fundamemall and important, 
[ diſpute not thetrueth ofthe Point, { nos 

is this pertinent to my purpoſe) onely [ 
queſtion whether it be of necelsity to be 
beleived, Let us vievy a compariſon be. 
| revvixt things humane & divine , alchough 
whatſimilitude can there bee'twixt Earth | 


and Heaven? Man conſiſts of a ſoule and 
a body united one to. the other : and yet | 
| norwithſtanding,each. part hath its ſeve- | 
rall properties and actions, whichare uſu- | 
ally attributed ( andthat very rightlytoo-) [ 
| tothe whole; the whole man hath the uſe | 
of (enfe, doth underftand;ear,walke, {leep, | 
dye: thus much even ſenſe & reafon doth 

N3 unanſ{ve- \ | 
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* Zanch.\us- 
dicio de dijji- 


fine Miſcella- 


liocenein | Trueths therefore as 'are certaine , ſuch as 


——— 
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ulatilwetably evinee: will any mah here 
upon mW this alſo is of equall nece(s1- 
ty to be knowne, man according to his body 
hath the uſe of ſenſe and reaſon;and according 
to his ſoule he doth eat, walke, ſletþ , and dye ? 
Truly the ſame that Reaſon is, in reſpe&] 
of intelligible marrers; the ſatne is Faith, in 
things ſpirituall and divine ; Iam notig- 
norant, how much they differ in their 
Subjects; yet neverthelefle the neceſsity of 
the things which are either ro be known 
or beleived,js alike different in both. Such 


idem probatur 
a Zuinglio ibi- 
dem citats. 
Vidgetiam 
Feildium no- 
/tratem,in lib. 
de Eccleſ. of 
Appeni4ice, 


Eccleſia C. 
35.0 42.0T 
Append. part, 


| 1.re/pon/. ad 


{ecundum Ca» 


| put Higgontt. 


Pbi etian (t- 
tantur Pic. 


| Aſtraxn1.Caie- 


tanu,alii, 


| 
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are neceſſarily to be beleived, and appa- 
rently fundamentall;letus all unanimouſ- 
ly embraceandprofeſle them : as for the 
reſt, let Divines (if they pleaſe) buſte their 


7 
. 
, 


common ſort of Chriſtians trouble them- 
ſelves aboutthem morethan needs. But if 
| it may ſeeme to make any thing for the 
| publike Peace, that we come as neare as 
we can one to another in the formes and 
; mannerof expreſsion ; let us bur ſay ( as 


7 Hior:Zanchy ſomerimes alledged out of 
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| heads with them bur let not the plaine & | 


Innocent 
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Innacent and the Schoole-men) that eyen| 
Chriſt's humane nature according to its | 
perſonall eſtenceis omnipreſent, &c, and 
Lice no reaſon why both ſides may nor, | 
nay will not readily conſent and agree 
' to jt. Hepeletusfaxe; let neither {ide pro- | 
| ceed any further beyond this, and vyee are | 
| ſafe. 
i In the Point of the Sacramentthis is 
| | certaineand fundamental, thascherrue 
and eſſentiall body and blood of Chriſt is | 
truely preſent,offered, and recejvedin thar | 
holy Supper. but ywherher or np ic be cor- | 
porally preſentinthe Bread & Wine , whe-| 
ther or no ( by a ſypernaturall vertue of | 
the conſecrated Elements ) it be orally re- 
ceived andeaten,eyen by vyicked and un- | 
worthy Communicants » this is a matter | 
| of Theologicall Diſpute, and luch as (in 
the judgement of Lyther , Melanchthon, 
: JuStw Fonas, Ofrander, "Brentiws, Stephanus 
| W.! gricola, yea 6 of Oecolampadim, Zuingli- 
us, Bucer , Hedio) ought not tae infringe 
| Chriſtian love and Charity. And upon 
| © [this promiſing ſigne was begun that fa-| 
EN mous- 


| 
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| mous Agreement at Marpurge,in the yearc 
1529. That likewiſeis well worthy to be 
kept in perpetuall memory,whichis rela- 
red concerning the meeting atWitemberge, 
in the yeare 1536, by Ludovicus Rabus Pa-| 
ſtor at Ulme , in his Hiſtory of Martyrs: | 
with whom agree's Tohn Swiccius, Paſtor 
at Conſtance(cited by Hoſpinian ) who was 
there preſent at that time; and'tis to be 
ſeen likewiſe in the Engliſh writings of 
"Bucer : there were prelent at that Mee- 
ting,of the one {1de, Capito, Bucer, Muſcu- 
lus,and the reſt of the more eminent Di- 
| vines out of the cheife Imperiall Cities in | 
high Germany; ofthe other {1de, Luther, 1 
Philip, Iona), Pomeranu, Cruciger, with 0- 
ther Doors & Preachers of IVitemberge : | 
and after ſome expoſtulations, and divers 
| Speeches to and fro , wherein both ſides 
| freely & fairely delivered their Opinions, 
ar length Luther ( ſtepping a litle aſide 
with his Affociates, and conferring with 
them about it) concluded with theſe 
l | | words; lf yee beleive and teach, that in the 
| boly Supper the very body and the very blood| 
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of (, hriſt s offered, given, and received , and 
not the bare fignes bread and Wine, and 
that ſuch giving and receiving #true and re- 
all,not onely imaginary, the ſtrife betwixt w ur 
at an endzand we doe acknowledge Q recerye 
y0u as our deare Brethren in the Lord. All 
this,Bucer,Capito,and the reſtplainely and | 
freely afthrmed whereupon they joyned 
hands,and ſo parted. Indeed the waters | 
werethen calme and quiet , not toſſed 
with any ſtormy-and tempeſtuous winds; 
and therefore they did clearely ſhew and 
repreſent the face of Trueth. Why doe 
notweinlike manner now at laſt begin 
to be wiſe ? And having paſſed thoſe tem- 
peſtuous and troubleſome times which 
afterwards followed, why doe we not fir 
downe andrelt ourſelves in this old and 
| ſafe harbour of Peace and Unity ? 

Concerning the Point of Predeftinati- 


undertheburdenof a number of huge & 
high-{wolne Volumes ? Yet whenwec 


| ſelves and the Chriſtian world with our 


08, how doth the Church of Chriſtgroane |. 


| have donealbwe can, and wearied our| 


| 
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wrangling | 
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are oranted 
on both fides 


ference, 


| in this Con- 


| ry man on God?s name enjoy his ovyne 
| Opinion; 1 will not preſcribe to anyman. | 


The Opinion | 


20 

 Pwrangling pensxhis will fill remaine to 
be knowne and beleived by. all mem 

| Thef: heads | 1+ that Gad from. all erexnity; our of his 


MEeEcre good pleaſure did immutzbly elea 


{ome unto Salvation. 2. that none were 


doe not beleivein Jeſus Chriſt , and perle- 
vere inthis Faith. 3. that none can beleive 
in Chriſt, fave onely they whom God is 
pleaſed ro-enable hereunto, and ro worke 
itin them by the effcQuall grace of his Spi- 
Fit. 4. that God did not damne,, no nor re- 


| probate any man, bur with aneye to ſin: | 
{o that allthe cauſe & the:blame of men's | 
 Damnationylie's inthemſelves, bur the| 


 cauſeof Election and Salvation is in the 
meeregraceand mercy of: God. Now all 
this is confeſton boch ſides. J know right 
well,;there are infinite Queſtions & Con- 
troverſies raiſed about this Point: Leteye- 


For my ſelfe, if any. man be deſirous to 
know what my Opinion heeein is I free- 


FI . ; ._. on 


elected by God, nor {hall beſaved, wha 


— 


ly profeſſe my felfero adhere to the Arti-| 
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cles of the Church of England), andtothe 
Judgement of our Engliſh Divines who 
voted inthe Synod at Dort ( wherein my 
ſelfe was preſent.) But What is therein 
this profound Point, about which vulgar | 
and illiterate Chriſtians need to trouble 
themſelves,ſave onely that plaine & obvi- 
ous Trueth confeſt by all ? For thereſt, ler 
 Divines diſpute them inthe Schooles;bur 
it vvere well if they would forbeare to 
medle withthem inthe Pulpic. How are "a 
thevery fame Controverſics,and others off - | 
greater waipht and moment , ſtill 6n foot 
inthe Chureh of Rowe , and yet ſo warily 
and wilcly doe they carry the matter,that | 
the publike Peace is notwithſtanding pre- 
ſervedamongſtthem. Let vs learne wiſe- 
'dome from them who profeſſe nought 
 burenmity towards us. Would but Chri- 
{tian Princesby their Authority decree, & 
 Divines fairely arid moderately containe | 
and keep themſelves within theſe bounds. | 
of Diſputation and Controverſie( bounds — 
indeedlarg and ſpatious enough): wee: | 
thould have a laſting & firme Agreement, 
O 2 a E 
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The Opinion | 


- [nourable States and Delegates did very 


the Church would flouriſh in Peaceand 
Tranquillicy,and laſtly 'Trueth would be- | 
bome victorious and triumph over the | 
common Enimy. 

That this may be brought topaſſe ( as 
we all wiſh and defire ic ſhould ) the ho- | 


| 
| 


wilely propole and adviſe that a publike 
Meeting of peaceable Divines ſhould be 
ſummoned and {ought for by lavitato 

LettersXhatthe freindly & laudable Con- 
ference, which was begun at Lifſwich, 
ſhould be reaſſumed and proſecuted with | 
like modeſtly as it had formerly been. be 
gun; thatall ſuch Divines of note & emi- 
nenceas cannot be preſent at that. mee- | 
ting ſhould fend over their Opinionsand | 
advice; thatalt the Fundamentalls of Re- 
ligion,neceſlary for Salvation , ſhouldbe 
determinedaandall other Points laid aſide, 
and turned over tothe Schooles ( ifneed | 
{ſhould require; ) that in the meane time 
men's tongues and pens ſhould be enjoy-| 
ned moderation orelſe {ilence ; that laſtly 
publike Prayers ſhould be ſolemnly made | 
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inthe Churches of both ſides for the ſuc. © 
ceſſe of this good worke. Let but theſe 


| 

things be done with an upright heart, in 
the feare of God, and wee need not doubt 
| 


—— 
hg 


of a happy iſſue: itis God's own Caule, he | 
will not be wanting to himſelte. 

 Foryou, Mf D##y, who have hitherto 
with fuch zeale, ſuch unwearied paines, 
ſo many dangers , ſogreat charges , prole- | 
cuted this Deſigne ſo well plealing to | | 
God, his Angells,and men;ztruly you have 
deſerved {o well of the whole Church , as. | 
that all good men muſt acknowledge 
| chemſelyes much indebted co you.Goe on | 
(worthy Sir) with your great undertake-| 
ings,and puta period to this good worke: | 
or rather ,may the great God of Heaven & 
Earth doethis for you and us all, and may | 
he ſtill preſerve and proſper you in theſe 
travailes and labours of yours. Farewell| 
from 


- 


MM. .— 
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Tour loving freind 
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OPINION OF THE| 
MOST REVEREND FATHER 


| 
| IN GOD Iamzs Usnzx Lord 
| Arch- Biſhop of Axwacu and 


Primate of Treland,with ſome 0- NE 
\  _therReverend Biſhops 
|  n/RELAND. 
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Zxegap Everend and much reſpetted' 
/ | Þ=/;; Brother in Chriſt; Wee had | 
\ long ſince by common con-| 
ep cnt made ready an Anfwerto 
your former Letters which you writunto | 
us ſeverally ſome Moneths agon: but be- 
ing deſirous to have likewiſe a-generall 
Subſ cription to itaccording to that agree- 

ment which ſhould be berwixt fellow- 
brethren of the Clergy » we deferred the 
ſending df it ſomewhat the longer in 
hopes of a meeting. Youdelire us now in | 


| your 


. 
- 
—— —_ tt. ——__— 
—_— — A I 
CL———_” 


EEE—_ TC 


14 
[ 
[| 
| 


_— 
— 


The Opinion 


| # 


| 


your ſecond Letter dared from London 
March 20,that we would give you our O- 
| pinion concerning the Conference atLipſ- 
wich,the rather,becauſethat Conference is| - 
likely to have ſome effeR. and influence 
upon the buſines you have in hand. Thus 
thereforezthat meeting (though it was 
called for other ends and reaſons ) yetlee- 
ingit was holden with ſuch good ſuc- 
ceſſe and that the cheife Divines of both 
ſides had ſo faire & freindly aConference, 
heard one another with ſuch patience, & | _ 
parted with ſuch love and brotherly affe- 
ion, it isa very good figne that this mat-| 
[ter is from the Lord , and from this good 
beginning who can chuſe but hope for a 

| happy and {ucceſſefull iſſue ? 

| Butyet notwithſtanding, they parted 
differing about three Points:it is well that 
they differd butinthree; & is better yer, 
thateven inthoſethreePoints they agreed 
in moſtthings,and ſuchas are of greateſt 
moment ; nor was their difference ſo 
much aboutthe thing it ſelte , as about 


{ome Formes of expreſſion, which for the 
mois! | 


— 


| 
| 
| 


— 
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moſt part we cannot ſo eaſily. forget and; 
caſt offafter we have been long accuſte- 1 
med to:them. For ſecing it is confeſt on 
| both fides,chat Chriſthack ewo natures in 
one perſon, ſo inſeparablyunited that nei- 
ther canthey be divided;nor are they con- 
| founded, but till remainediſtin& and (e- 
verall without all mixture or xqualiry (ſo 
much as of their Properties,)to what end 
iSit coquarrell about improper andfigu- 
rative Propoſitions? ſo likewiſe inthe Eu- 
chari, lecing they both agree that the 

| Faithfull doe cat notonly the fruit and be- } 
 nefit, but the very eflence(or Subance) of 
Chriſt's body, and that on God's part the 
Sacraments are exhibitedentire & perfect, 
thething ſignified together with the ſign, | 
what doe they contending about Hypo-| 
critesand unbelievers? tis all one as if Phy- 
ficionsſhould falla diſputing about a dead 
man, whether or nothe Potion he tooke | 
{hath any operationupon him. Therere- 
maines yetthatother much controverted 
Queſtion touching Predeſtination: and | 
yet even in this too it would beno hard 
# P matter \ 
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| | marter for them to be reconciled), were 
| but ſplecn and parriality laid aſide, and in'] 
the roomethereofa reverent and modeft 
| feare how we pry too farre into God's fe-| 
cret Counſells,placed and planted : feetng 
the beft and ableſt Divines of both ſides 
'acknowledge,thatin many Que ſtions 2 
\boutthis Myſtery we muſtbefaine to take 
up.S* PauÞs exclamation, Othe depth ! and | 
chat tis both lawfull &fufficient forthe 
 toreſt and hold together in thoſe cleare & 
undoubrted Trueths; namely, that che Fle- 
 Ction of fuchas ſhall be ſaved, was made | 
in Chriſt; chat the deſiruftion of alf ſich 
asperiſh, is fromrthemlelves ;thar Salvari- 
on is from God, thatFaith-(yea even fore- 
ſeen Faith) isnot from our ſelyes., itisthe 
Sift of God; that we may not boaſt ofany | 
thing , ſeeing we have nothing of our| 
own; all muſtbe aſcribedto God: as $.Cy- 
| rian of old deyoutly and pithily ſpake. 

|| Thus you have, both what we hope & 
conceive of the- Conference at Lipſwich. 
|Burthemoſtprincipall and (peciall ching, 
(Which ſhould be earneftlypreſtandincul: | 
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cated, | 
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cated,is this; that in Divine matters , eſpe-! 
cially in ſuck high and: difficult myſteries 
asthelearewhichare rather to be adored} 
chad priedinto, we ought to havea cer- 
| taine and ſerRulc to ſpeake by,as S. Auſtin 
ſometimes prudently and pioufly coun- | 
ſelled: & therefore it would be a very (afe | : 
and good courſe for us torefraine from all 
novell and new-fangled expreſsions , and 
to confine the liberty of Prophecying to 
ſuch Formesand Phraſes as the holy Scri- | 
| ptures doe furniſh us withall. It remaines,. 
| that wee carneſtly beſeech the God of | 
| Peace to bruiſe Satanunder ourfeet , & that 
ſoortly: unto which God we heartily re- 
Pm you(Reverend Brother) & reſt 
| May 14: | 
Anno 1634. 
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JAMES ARMAGH. 
p WILLIAM KRILMORE. | 
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| THE JUDGEMENT OF THE 
ſameright Reverend Father,the Lord 
7 Arch-Biſhop of A x wc a 6 ,delivered 

ina Sermon of his preached be- 


| ' fore KIamrns at Wanſted, I? | 
June 20th, 1624. TREE” 
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Fl F at this day wee ſhould | 

Bl take a furvay of the- ſeve- | 
| rall Profeſsions of Chriſti- 
anity, that have any large 
ſpread in ”_ part, of the | 
_—_ world ( as of the Religion 
oftheRomane andthe Reformed Churches | 
10 our Quarters, of the AZgyprians: and 
Ethiopians in the South, ofthe Greciaxs & 
(other Chriſtians in the Eaſterne parts, )| 
[and ſhould put-by the Points wherein | 
they differ one from another, and gather 
into one: body: the reſt of the Articles 
wherein they doe all generally agree , wee| 
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ſhould finde, that in thoſe Propoſitions 
which without all Controverſie are uni- 
verſally received in the whole Chriſtian 
| world, ſo much trueth is contained, as| 
being joyned with holy obedience , may | 
be ſufficientto bring a man unto ecverla- 
| ſting ſalvation. Neither have we cauſeto 
 doubr,but that ax many a doe walke accor- 
zo this rule ( neither overthrowing that 
which they have builded by ſuperindu- 
cing any damnable herefies thereupon, nor 
otherwiſe vitiating their holy Faith with 
a lewd and wicked converſation ) peace | 
ſhall be upon them,and mercy,and upouthe [\- 
rael of God. F 


Gal.6,16, | 
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(-” 2 Hart which hath beer 
FYO8: the conftanr andearneſt | 
2. forthelſc hundred yeares | 
£0) (ed) paſkand which ball 
WAL wil men hath been e- 
teemed worthy tobe purchaſed ar any | 
rateand with-any painesthough never {o| | 
great; this (we heare ," w'che' exceeding; | | 
 greatjoy-of our:Hearts )'is'at this' day! en- | 
deavoured! by {ome worthy ſervants of } 
Chriſt-withfingular zeale,, and notwirh- 
: our'good hopes'of a lizppy firccefſe- to ; 
 - |\wit; thatthe ProveſFant Churches which 
| Loh differ | 
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differ one from another about ſome 
Points of Religion, layingaſtdeoratlcaſt 
moderating on both-fides their over-tena- 
| cious adhering to their ovvn Opinions, 
may now at length be united and made 
up into one body. We being much joyed 
withthis welcomenewes, firſt-of all vye. 
render all poſsible ogy + thankeſgi- 
| ving toalmightyGod the giver of all good 
things , that he hath been pleaſcd co put 
| ſuch good thoughts and intentions into 
the hearts of his ſervants; and wee-moſt 
earnefly beſeech him, . thathis bleſsing 
may goc along with this good defigne, & 
crowne it with ſucceſlc: next, we returne 
many thanks to thoſe our reverend and 
worthy Brethren and. fellow-Miniſters, 
who have puttheir hands to this worke; 
and we doe highly applaud and admire 
their faithfulneſle,zealezcharity,and ſingu- | 
larmagnanimity & coun herein, Whar | 
| abraveand noble ſpiric,doe's it argue in 
them,thatthey could once hope for an U- 
| nity and Peace of our, Churches'in theſe 
deſperate and diſtracted times ? Or thar 
4 they 
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difficulty, hich had ſooften been attem- 
pred heretoforeby men of great abilities, 
but could never be brought to paſſe? What 
the eyentof this ſo great and good a de- 
| figne will be,is in the {ole power & plea- 
ſure of almightie God: but {urely the very 
endeavouringand intending of ſo gooda 
worke deſerve*sno litle commendation: 


heartand choughts matters of great con- 
cernment,and {ſuch as may make for the 
good of Chriſt's Church, is agreatand 
good worke,& never faile's of its reward 
from our bountifull God : although there 
be good cauſe to hope, that the paines 
which learned men take hereabout ſhall 
even with men too have its fruit & effe. 
For,now that they have ſpent their ſpirits 
and heat of contention, & wearied them- 
ſelves with long ſtrife and variance, itis 
morethan probablethat they will now at 
laſt entertaine thoſe Counſells of Peace 


whichthey have hitherto out of ſpleene 


Fr durſt venter upon a matter of ſuch; 


for the bare purpoſe or having in one's | 


and paſsion rejected and ſer light by. Be- 
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ſince weunderſ{tand how thatthey arede. 


| jadgement wherewith for almoſt cheſe # 


our Opinionisof this whole buſineſleJer 


 fides,that moſtſharpplowſhare of God's 


| fourereene yeares he hath furrowed and | 
plowed up the F renchb and German 'Chur- 
ches, hath ſo ſubdued & broken up men's 
minds on each ſidexthat never was there a 
more fit and {eaſonable opportunity for 
ſowing and caſting in theſceds of Unity 
and Peace,than now. Wee cannot chulſe 
therefore burgreatly approve, commend, 
and admire the purpotes andendeavours | 
of thoſe worthy men who have imployed 
their painesin lo neceſſary a worke : but 


firous to knowe more particularly what| » 


us proceed to ſet dovne (- aSbreifly and 
plainly as ve can) our judgement herein. 

Indeed it wvere much to be wiſhed,thar 
they who profeſle themlelves Chrifts 
Diſciples and followers , would all think 
and ſpeake alike of marters ſpirituall and 
Divine; perfetHy joyned together intheſame 
 winde and intheſame judgement, (as S. Paul 
 exhorts his Corinthians. ) But ance there is 
| {ſo 
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ſomuch weakneſle in man's underſtan-' 
ding, and ſo great difficulty in Points of 
Divinicy,thatthis perfe and abſolute a- 
greementbetwixtpious menis athing not 
to be had or hoped for in this world; in 
the next place itwere.co be wiſhed , that 
they would agree and beofthe ſame be- 
leife about the maine & principall Heads 
of Religion: andforother matters which 
are of lefle moment anduſe, and ſuch as 
donotany way make either for holineſle 
of life,or comfort of men's conſciences, 8 
conſequently doe not neceflarily pertaine 
ro Chrift's kingdome ( which conliſts in 
thoſe two things)thatthey would in ſuch 
wiſe beleive them, as to beare with others 
who diſſent fro them-abaut ſuch Points. 
For as we ſee in civill & ſ{zcular matters, 


the beſt StateCmen are notalvvaies of the | 


ſame Opinion concerning the affaires of 
the Commonwealth, ſo likewiſe inthe 
Church,, ſo long as the ſumme andſub- 


| anceot Religion is agreed upon &main- 


tained, no. matter though in ſome acher 
Points the judgements ofthe Faithfull be 


Various 
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various and different. Thar this is lawful, 
both the thing ir ſelfe loudly proclaimes | 
it.and S. Paul confirmes it ; who doe's not 
only permit but command us (.more than 
once )to beare with ſuch as differ from us 
in their Opinions: and*cis the common 


and generall Opinion of all ſuch. Divines 
as have been ofany note andeſteem in the 
Church ever fince our: Saviour Chriſt's 
times downe to this preſent age. x 
Yet is notthis (0. to be underſtood, as if 
all manner of Differences in Religion 
were to betolerated: for even the fame A- | 
oftle denounceth an Anathema againſt 
fuch as ſball preach any other Goſpell| 
than that which he had preached: and the 
moſtmoderate amongſt the Fathers ofthe 
Chriſtian Church have alwaies conſtant- 
ly held, that we-are to thunne: and avoid: 
the company oft Hereticks. For there bee 
ſome Opinions of thofe men who differ | 
about Religion, which overthrow the ve- 
ry foundation of our Salvation:, 8&deftroy.| 
either tharPiety or thar Charity which| 
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wee are commanded. by God's wordto| 
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practiſe towards God and men : ſuch are 
the erroneous Dodtrines of Romaniſts , 
who will havethat religious worſhip gi- 
ven to creatures, which God hath reler- 
ved peculiarto himſelfe ; who make our 
Faithto rely upon the judgement and au- 


thority of men; who ſeverall waies over- 
throw the Preiſtly office of Jeſus Chriſt ; | 


in a word,who have with their own 1n- 
ventions ſo ſtained and deformed the 


| whole Chriſtian Religion, thatthey have 


lefrno one part in it found and untainted. 


ans,who (to let paſle their other Poſtti- 
ons) deny our Lord and Saviour Chriſt 
Jeſus to betruely God : and if once you 
rake away his Divinity , it will neceflarily 
follow, thateither wee worthip a crea- 
rure,or elſethat we doe not worſhip the 
fonne of God ; both of which are mani- 
feſtly repugnantto thoſe Trueths which 
are delivered ro us in holy Writ as abſ{o- 
lutely neceſſary toSalvation. We concerve 
therefore that no Peace in way of Religi- 
on can be had with thele men, nor with 


Such likewile are the Opinions of Socini- | 
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this nature, till they ſhall renounce theſe 
their private- Do&trines. But for thoſe 
who hold ſome erroneous Opinion 
whichyet may conſiſt with Piety,& Cha. 
rity , and all Chriſtian duties belonging 
thereunto,we think ( as S. Paul feeme'srg 
have determined) a Communion may be 
held with them. Wee may mildly admo- 
niſh ſuch, and when opportunity is offe- 
red, diſcreetly reprove and inſtruct them; 


(for no other cauſe) to curfe and excom- 
municate them as men ina deſperate and 
damnable eſtate, this (inour opinion ) is 
neither fitting nor lawfullto be done. 
Now to apply this tothe marter in 
hand we conceive that to this latter ſort 
all thoſe Controverſies doe belong which 
areagitated amongſt Proteſtant Divines, 
couching ChriſP's preſence inthe Sacramen- 
tall fenes, touching divine PredeStination, 
and ſomefew other Points. Forthey doe 
agree in all ſuch Points as conduce either 
to Piety towards God: , or Charity to- 


any others who maintaine any Errours of 


— 


but co caſt them out of the Church , and | 


wards 
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wards men; they maintain on both fades, 

thatthe Scriptures are of divine in{pirari- 
onthatthey are perfe&t, perſpicuous, and | 
authencicall, they deteſt with one heart & 
mouththe Tyranny, and pernitious Do- 


crines of the Pope, and they equally = 


| 


him, they have the ſame Sacraments; they 
worſhip the ſame Chriſt ; they profeſle 
the ſame righteouſneſſe and holinefle in. 
this life,and they expect the ſame glory in 
thelifero come: in a word, ſo greatand 
{o wondertull an agreement is there be- 
rwixtthem aboutall ſavingand neceſlary 
Dodtrines, that { did not the hiſtory of 
their affaires,and thoſe bitter contentions. 
which have hitherto (more is thepitty ) 
been fomentedamongſt them , witneſle 
the contrary ) there's no manburt would 
thinke they had: a meeting at the begin- 
ning,and by common counlelt & conſent 
agreed upon the ſame Confeſsion - of 
Faith. In ſuch a nnultitude of myſteries, 
who can chuſe but admirc' that there 
ſhouldnotbe above one or two Points | 


| wherein 
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wherein they did not fully agree ? For e. 
ven about the Euchariſt , which is the 
maine matter of this woefull Diviſion, 
they both of them grant that 'tis a Sacra- 
ment, not a Sacrifice; that iris to be eaten, 
not worſhipped; both the rwo kindes in- 
ſticuted by our Saviour Chriſt ( to wit, 
bread and wine) are neither tranſubſtan- 
tiated nor divided one from the other by 


either ſide; they both acknowledge the | 


ſame uſe and end of this holy Rite, towit 
the commemorating of Chriſt's death,& 
the partaking of his body which was cru- 
cified,and of. his blood which was ſhed 


forus : There is onely one thing about 


whichthey diſagree , namely the manner 


how Chriſt's body is given to us and re- 
ceived by us inthat Sacrament ;the thing 
is the lame on both f1des, onely the man- 
ner of it is divers. This Difference,though 
it be but ſmall,yert1s ic nor ( weeconfeſle) 


altogether of no moment : bur thar i: |- 


ſhould beofſo great moment, as that ic 


| ought to make a breach of charity and af- 


tetion amongſt Brethren,a duty ſo uſeful 
and| 
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and neceſlary tothe Chriſtian world , and ; 
ſo miraculoufly wrought amongſt them | 
by che hand'of Heaven,this weutterly de- 
ny. Neither doe We alonedeny it : to ſay 
'nothing of our Brethren in Poland, and al- 
moſt all the Germans which hold with us, 
who (as it is well knownetoall men )e- 
ver didand at this day doe make the ſame 
reckoning and account of that Contro- 
verly as we but now did, way nothing 
likewiſe of thoſe famous Divines of both 
fides in Saxony and Brandenburge,who (as 
we have been informed) werelately of 
the very ſame opinion concerning theſe 
Points > when they had fairely diſcuſſed 
them at Lipſpich,whither they were come 
with their Princes. But one thing there is 
which we cannot here omit to mention, 
2 matter perhaps.not ſo well knowne to 
forraine nations, yet ſuch a matter it is as 
we confidently beleive will be moft wel- 
come and acceptable to all good & peace- 
able men,to wit that the Reformed Chur- 
ches herein Frauce (whereof there are 
good ſtore )have alwaies been of thatſame 
R — Opimion\ 
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| 7 neither Tdolatry nor Superſtition: ſuch of the 
| Faithfull of that Confeſtion a» ſhall with the_-| 


| Opiniontouching theſe Controverſies , & 
| they have giventeſtimony of this their O- 
' pinion, both heretofore ſundry waies,and 
likewiſe now very lately by anexpreſſe 


young German of the Auguſtane Confefhi- 
on,asthey cMl it, was a fuiter ) it was 

ueftiond, how we areto- account and e- 
ann of {uch as 'are commonly termed 


there met , out of all the Provinces of 
France, and ſent thither from their ſeveral 


 Confeſsion doe agree with the other Reformed 
| Churches tw all the Principles and fundamen- 
rall Points of true Religion, and that in their 
Diſcipline and forme of Divine worſhip there 


ſpirit of Charity and in atraly peaceable way 
jayne themſelves unto the publike Aſſemblies 


Decree made in a generall .Synod held} 
here at Charenton neare Part? in the yeare| 
1631. For whenzupon occaſtonof a citizen | 
of Lions(unto whole daughter a certaine | 


Lutherans; all the Brethren which were 


Churches , did unanimonfly vore thus; | 
| That ſeeing the Churches of the Auguſtane 
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| 712 thoſe Points wherein we all agree. 


| objeftions may be made againſt this De- 
| cree by ſuch as havea mind to contend & 


PINS” 
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of the Churches in this King dome , and defire' 
to communicate withthem , may , without the | 
abjuration of their formerOfinions which they 
hold contrary to the beleife of theſe Churches, 
be admittedtothe holy Tablexcontratt marria- 


preſent themſelves in the quality of Godfa- 
thers tothe childres which ſball be baptized, 
upon their promiſe given to the Confiſbory that 
they will never ſolicite ſuch children , direftly 
or indireftly, againſt the Doftrine beleived 
and profeſſed in our Churches, but ſball content 
themſelves with giving theminſtrutftion onely 


We are not ignorant, how that many 


—_ — 


cavill: but ſuch obje&ions they are , moſt 
of them,as have but lirle ſtrength and vali- 
dityin them,and (uch as can no way ſtand 
in compariſon with thoſe waighty rea- 
ſons wherewith the Chriſtian Faith and 
Charity doe furniſh us. Itis not ourpur- 
poſe toinliſt on every particular; onely in 


ges with the faithfull of our Confeſſion , and | 


general, wethink it not amifſero purmen 


| 
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| both ſides perhaps would henceforth 


in minde of two things , which if they 
were obſerved with thatcareas it fitting, 


judge more mildly and charitably of each} 
other than hitherto they have done. + | 

Firſt thensſpeciall heed would betaken | 
by us,thatthe aflertions and Opinions of 
private men,though Doctors, though of 
[never ſogreateſtcem and repute amongſt 
their own men » be not father'd on thar 
whole Church wherein ſuch men live, as | 
the common and. generally received Do- 
rineof them all. For what can be imagj- 
ned more unequall, than that one mares | 
crimezor commendation,ſhould be impu- 
ted ro all?and what by him hath been; po- 
kenwell or ill, {hould be rewarded orpu- 
| niſhed inorhers,vvho were ſo. farre from 
;deſerving any luch matter, as that many 
times ſuchthings are faſtned: on them as | 
they never ſo much as once heard of from 
othersor once thought thereupon them - | 
ſelves. The generall Doctrine of each le- | 
verall Church is laid downe and compri- 
{edin. publike Contefsions , ſeverall for 
| | each} 


| 
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each ſide; Their s ( namely the Doctrine 
of the Lutheran party ) inthe Auguſtane 
Confeſsion (as they terme it, )that ef the -| 
other ſide, inmany feverall Confeſsions; 
diverſly expreſſed according to the diver- 
fity of Countries and Kingdomes. From | | 
theſe are weto judge and eſteeme what is 
held and maintained by both: ſeeingrthey 5 
| docall profeſſe themſelves to aflent and | 
adhere to theſe,and that they will live & 
dye in this Faith. But( for ought I know) 
neither doe they fo generally approve the 
writings of Brentius or Chemmitius, nor 
doe theſe ſofarre magnihe Pyator or ©Be- 
44,48 if they would that whatſoever is af- 
firmed by thoſe men; ſhould be admitted 
andacknowledged as the common and 
neceſſary Faith of all Chriſtians. Nay ſo 
'farreare they both of them from. this fol- 
ly, that they themſelves freely reprove| 
and cenſure their own men,and rmark out 
many pallages intheir writings , as diffe- 
rent from the common and received Do- 
drine of their Church. Whence it fol- 
low's,that the ſayings of ſuch men, who- 
R 3 loever. | 


| 
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[draw one another intoenvy & contempt? 


{oever they be,are unjultly,and (to ſpeake 
the moſt favourably of it) prepoſterowſly 
fatherd on the whole Church in which 
they lived. And yet notwithſtanding, 
what elſe are all thoſe Tencnts with 
which Proteſtant Divines caſt one ano- 
ther in the teeth , with which they up- 
braid one another as ifthey were the pub- 
like and generall faults of therwo adverſe | 
parts , and for which they ſolabour to 


I ſay, whatelſe are they but the private Po- 
ſitions of ſome particular Doors on 
both ſides, vented many times either in 
choler and paſsjon, or outof avehement 
zealeto maintaine their Cauſe, when they | 
were hard preſſed & put to it either with 
thedifhculty of the things themſelves , or 
the ſubtilty of an acute adverſary, and (o, 
ſpake rather out of, necelſsity than judge-| 
ment and premeditation. Fortruely ſo 

ſound and untaintedarethe publike Con- 
teſsions of our Churches on each ſide,thar 


there is very litle and hardly any thing| 


which cither ofthem can finde wanting 
in| 
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Confeſfsion, and no doubt but our Bre- 
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in the other's Confeſ; $ton. Our Divines in 
Germany doe commend the Awuguſtan-s 


thren the Latherans will in like manner 
approve of ours, for the farre greater part 
of tt, would they bur once bepleaſedto 
read it over impartially without paſsion 
and prejudice. Certainly neither in that- 
Confeſsionof theirs ſhall any man meet 
with that Ubiquity of Chriſt's body, 
which wee condemne in Lutherani/me; 


nor.in this of ours , that Storcall Fate {o 
much objected againſt us. 

Buta ſecond fault there is , very fre- 
quent amongſt menof both ſides , and al- 
molt hereditary, which ought(as we con- 
ceive) with all care and diligence to bee 
ſhun'd and avoided in this bulineſſe. 
namely,chat they who maintaine any Po- 
fition » ſhould not bee thoughtto hold 
whatſoever {cemes to us to: follow there- 
upon by the rules of diſputation. For it 
often fall's out,that he who hold's a Prin- 
ciple from which ſuch a Conclufton 1s in- 


| 


—JO@A— 


ferred, may notwithſtanding beutterly ig- 
norant 
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norant of that which is inferred from his 


| ched /that I may ſo {peake ) with the au- | - 


Principle. For inſtance, he that firſt obſer- 
ved the Loadſtone to y”—_ towards the 
North Pole, did not forthwith perceive 
all the ſeverall experiments that have been 
afterwards made from thence for the uſe 
and benefit of Navigation : for Concluſi- 
ons lye hid and buried in their Principles, | 
nor are they deduced thence gee: 08, 

ſomepaines and ſtudy, He therefore who 
hold's ſome Principle , and withall doth 
either not heed and regard it ,orelſe confi- 
ders it;but with an Intelle& which is ei- 
ther dull or prepoſleſied with anger or af- 
fetion or ſome other paſsion , this man, 
fromthat Principle.of his which hee un- 
derftand's, doth not ſtraightway under- 
ſtand whatſoever may be knowne and 
concluded from it. Thus they wholive in 
the Papacy » having their mindes bewit- 


thority of their Leaders , though they 
grant with us that the ſinnes of men are 
moſt fully expiated by that ſacrifice offe. 
redupby Chriſt on the Crofle , yet can 


they 
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dently follow hereupon ) that their Sacri. 
fice of the Altar is vaine and ſuperfluous. 

Mow as he who underſtand”s ſome one 
Trueth , is ſometimes ignorant of other 
Trueths which are conſequent thereup- 
on: lo likewiſe he who hath ſome erro- 
neous Opinion , muſt not therefore be 
chought tohold and maintaine all the ab- 
{urdities that may be inferred from it : for 
there's the ſame account to bee made of 
conſequences either way. Thus Tertullian 
of old and many of the ancient Fathers, 
taught thatthe humane ſoule is derived 
from the Fatherto the Sonne by way of 
propagation; butthat tis mortall , which 
followes upon the former , this they were 
ſo farre from granting » that they did al- 
waiesexpreſlely deny it. As therefore wee 
doe not ſay that the Papiſts doe therefore 
deny their Sacrifice of the Altar, becauſe 
they grant (as wedoe) the perfection and 
ſufficiency of thatSacrifice which was of- 
| fered up by Chriſt on the croſle,though in 


all good conſequence this overchre 1 


they not hence conclude ( alchough itevi- 
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norant of that which is inferred from his 
Principle. For inſtance, he thar firſt obſer- 
ved the Loadſtone to m_ towards the 
North Pole, did not forthwith perceive 
all the ſeverall experiments that have been 
afterwards made from thence for the uſe 
and benefit of Navigation : for Conchuſi- 
ons lyc hid and buriedin their Principles, 
nor are they deduced thence 24 109 
ſomepaines and ſtudy, He therefore who 
holds ſome Principle , and withall doth 
either not heed and regard it ;orelſe confi- 
ders it,but with an Intelle& which is ei- 
ther dull or prepoſleſled with _ or af- 
fetion or ſome other palsion , this man, 
from that Principle of his which hee un- 
cerftand*'s, doth not ftraightway under- 
ſtand whatſoever may be knowne and 
concluded from it. Thus they wholive in 
the Papacy , having their mindes bewit- 


thority of their Leaders , though they 
grant with us that the ſinnes of men are 
moſt fully expiated by that ſacrifice offe- 
redupby Chriſt on the Croſſe , yet can 


they 
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| they not hence conclude ( although it evi- | 
dently follow hereupon ) that their Sacri- 
fice of the Altar is vaine and ſuperfluous. 
Mow as he who underſtand?s ſome one 
Trueth , is ſometimes ignorant of other 
Trueths which are conſequent thereup- 
on: lo likewiſe he who hath ſome erro- 
neous Opinion , muſt not therefore be 
thought tohold and maintaine all the ab- 
{urdities that may be inferred from it - for 
| there's the ſame account to bee made of 
conſequences either way. Thus Tertullian 
of old, and many of the ancient Fathers, 
taught that the humane ſoule is derived 
from the Fatherto the Sonne by way of 
propagation; butthat tis mortall , which 
followes upon the former , this they were | 
ſo farre from granting » that they did al- 
waicsexpreſlely deny it. As therefore wee 
doe not {ay that the Papiſts doe therefore 
deny their Sacrifice of the Altar, becaule | 
they grant (as wedoe) the perfection and 
ſufficiency of thatSacrifice which was of- | 
| fered up by Chriſt on the croſle,though in | 


all good conſequence this overthrowes 
0 char | 
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| rhat{acrifice of theirs 2 fo neither doe we 
think that Tertullian, & others of the ſame 


Opinion touching the originall of man's 
{oule,ought to be charged tor holding the 


Souleto be mortall , becauſe this latter er- 
rour ſeeme*s to be deducible from the for- 
mer. 

Now then how extreme faulty in this 
kinde Divines of both f{ides have beene, 


| who is there that ſee*s not ? For we com- 


monly charge our Brethren ( the Luthe- 
rans) with Eutychianiſme,(though they in 


_—_—__ 


the meanetime deny and dilclaime ic,) be- 
cauſe this errouras we think, follows up- 
on their Do@Arine concerning the Lord's 
ſupper: they againeonthe other {1de, ſtick 
notto charge us with I knowe not what 
monſtrous Opinions, as if we made God 
the author of all ſan and wickedneſle,( aſ- 
{ertions which wejuſtly abhorre & trem- 
ble at, becauſe they perlwade themſelves 
thatthis may be gathered from our Do- 
rine about God's Prxdeſtination and 


| Providence. Wee will not here diſpute 


whether theſe things be rightly inferred 
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yea orno from our ſeverall Tenents and' 
Opinions on both (1des - it ſufficeth , that 
whatſoever they be,whetherjuſtly or un- 
juſtly pin dupon our Opinions , they are 
denied by us both: nor can we ever bein-| 
duced by any arguments whatſoever , to 
grant that they are agreeable and conſo- 
nantto our Faith. For ſo long as this is 
done (as indeed it is,) itis manifeſt from 
'what hitherto hath been delivered, that | 
neither can they without injuſtice and ca- | 
lumniation bee charged with Eutychia. | 
#i/me,nor we with thoſe monſtrous and 
damnable Opinions ,although both theſe | 
errours could by true &lolid x17 a 

be concluded from our (everall Poſitions, 
| (which yet neither {1de will ever confeſſe 
tor their own part.) 

Seeing therefore that all or molt ofthoſe 
Docrines which the one {1de taxeth in 
theother as pernicious and {uch as cannot 
conſiſt with Salvation » are but either the 
private Opinions of ſome particular men, 
orelſe but Corollaries and concluſions vi- 
olently wreſted by force of argument or” | 
I 2 ot * | 
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i | of their ſeverall Opinions , would bur 
| men (as in reaſon they ought) forbeareto 
| farher any thing on either ſide ſave onely 
that which their whole Churches expreſ- 
| ly owne and profeſle for their received O- 
A pinions, it would be very eafte to main- 
| raine that all the Dilpute.and Controver- 
| fie which is in agitation betwixt them, is 
ſ{uchas may betolerated , and that there is 
'not any thing contained in the Faith and: 
Doctrine of either ſide which over- 
throwe's Salvation, 
Now were but this once agreed upon | 
and beleived on both ſides, there would 
remainelitle or no difficulty inthisrwhole 
buſtneſſe wherein worthy mendoe atthis 

preſent employ themſelves,namely of ſet- 
| {Ling Peace and Unity amongſt our Chur- 


[ches. For ſeeing there are but twwo waies 
polsible of being reconciled ; either , that 
one {ide ſhall renounce their private Opi- | 
nions,and come over to the other; or elſe, | 
that both ſides ſhall joyne together , retai- 

v8 | (Ning their ſeverall Opinions, and by a mu. 
'tuall condeſcending ſhall each of them to- | 
[' | lerate | 
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lerate that which they diſlike in the o- | | | 
ther's Doctrine , eſpecially if it be ſuch as 
cannot be Altered without perill and dam- 
mage toa whole Church ; the former of 
theſe rwo waies ( as we conceive ) is not 
now to be ſtood upon, whereof triall hath 
been heretofore made not onely without 
| fucceſſe but with much danger & harme, 

as appeares ſufficiently from thole many 
 Diſputations & Conferences which have 
been held berwixt both ſides during this | 
| whole Age;whereby hatred and & enmi- | 
ty hath been ingendred racher than extin- 
guiſhed,and the number of Controverſies | 
rather increaſed than diminiſhed. Wee | 
muſt therefore betake our ſelves to that o- 
ther way of being reconciled , and init 
muſt we employ all our paines and cares | 
& ſtudies, as being indegd both the only- | 
ealteand lawfull way ,yea and neceſlary | 
too in our judgement. Andthat wee may 
atlength attaine untothis , it w ould not 
be amiſſe (as we conceive) to proceed at- 
ter this manner and method, firſt, wee 


muſt endeavour that a kinde of : OR and | $ 
Y 2 Cellation' 
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Ceſſation from our ſtrifes & contentions 
| may be agreed upon andenjoyned the Di- 
vines of both {ides,and that they be ſtirred 
up andexhorted totake this whole buſ1- 
neſſe into conſideration: this being obtai- 
ned, in the next place ſpeciall diligence 
muſt be uſed , that after a meeke, freindly, 
and moſt perſuaſive manner it be made 
appeare to all,tharwe are not at variance 
about any fundamentall Point of Chiiſti- 
an Religion, or fuch wherein men may | 
not {afely be of either Opiaion without 
hazarding their {alvation : and here men 
muſt be very carefull that they refraine 
trom all intricate Queſtions, and trifling 
Diſputes,(ſuch wherein the Schoolemen 
have ſpent ſo much paines, mincing and 
mangling every thing into I know not 
how many peiceg,& then handling every 
peice ſeverally,) which ſerve for no other 
end (aveonely to torture & torment mens 
mindes,but no way make for edification. 
Would but God be pleaſed lo farreto pro- 
(pertheſe endeavours as that thus much 
may be once brought to paſle , wee make 
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no doubt butevery man would then rea- | 
dily with for this much-defired Commus- 
nion, which none everſhunn'd or refuſed 
 butoutof a kinde of Religion and Con- 
{cience,conceiving it unlawtull to enter- 


taine a Communion with any that are not 
of the {ame beleife and Opinion with 


{hall be wrought off from this luperſtici- 


| OUS conceitzthey will gladly run and ruſh 
| (as it were) into one anothers armes and 


| embraces. For it cannot be imagined that 


themſelves: ſo ſoone as men on both ſides. 


there is any maneeither of the one fide of 
the other, lo ſtupid & void of all reaſon & 
& Religion, but knows how foul & ſcan- 
dalous a thing,how hurtfullro both ſides, 
how dangerous and pernitious to the 
whole Chriſtian world this Schiſme 1s 
which hath hicherto divided and diſtra- 
Qed us;0n theother fide, how ſweet.how 
beneficiallboth to our ſelves & all others, 
Unity and Peace would be;ſoit might be 
had without lofſe of Faith and Salvation. 
And truely the way to ſetle this Uniry 


(were we but once come to that) is plaine 
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and eaſje. For ſeeing we doe both of 


us ( by God's grace ) equally acknow- 

ledge and beleive the Golpell of our Lord 

Jclus Chriſt penned by his Diſciples ; and 
leeing we confeſle,that whatſoever is of 
necelsity for ſalvation to be beleivedor 
done by us,it is all clearely and plainly laid 
downe in this Goſpell,what hinder's why 
| we may not joyntly confirme and ratify 


thoſe Articles wherein we both agree ? & 


differ , wee may expreſle themin ſuch 
words and phraſes as the ſacred Scrip- 
tures afford us, and not ſuffer our men to 


For if itbe true which we both conteſle, 
that all thoſe heavenly myſteries which 
multneceſlarily be knowne by us , are 
clearely revealed in God's word, doubtles 
then we may content our ſelves with (o 
much as the Scripture has delivered, and! 
wee may lafely forgoe all other Points 
wherein the Scripture is ſilent. Let there- 
fore all the Heads of matters in Diſpute a- 
mongſt us be laid dowae andexprefled in 


| : a) 
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for thoſe other Points about which wee | 


| -{ 
enquire any turther, or conteſt abour the. 


—_ 


| weakneſle and fimplicity of others who 


we ſhall think our paines well beſtowed, 
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acertaine and ſet Forme, ſuch as may give 
ſatisfa&tion to both parties , made up 
wholly (if itbe poſsible ) of Scripture- 
words: and let noman require from his 
Brother any more beſides it: if any man 
have attained to a further degree of 


knowledge, let him keep his knowledge | 


ro himlelfe; andlet him notdeſpiſethe 


have not made ſo great a progreſle in 
knowledgeas himſelfe. As for Rites and | 
Ceremonies wherein the forme of divine 
worſhip and the Churche's Diſcipline 
are contained , we conceive it fit that eve- 
ry Church ſhould be left to her owne 
judgement and liberty herein, and that no 
innovation be made about ſuch matters. 
Hereafter, ifitſhall pleaſe God, when | 


time ſhall have confirmed and ſtrengthe- 


ned this Union,there may be compiled,by | 


the joynt conſent and advice of all,a com- 
mon Liturgy ; which would be both a 


roken and bona of Peace. For the preſent, 


if at this farſt attem pt we can prevaile with 
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both ſides to tolerate mutually out of 
Chriſtian Charity ſuch differences of Opi- 
nion as are betwixt us either in Do&rine 
or Diſcipline (which truely are but ſmall, 
& alcogether unworthy to occaſion ſuch 
a Rupture and Breach betwixt us,)and ſo 
atlength to acknowledge one another to 
be ( as indeed we are ) Brethren in the 
Lord. 

Thus much we thought good to ſpeak 
in breife touching this matter , thar our 
reverend Brethren, whoare well afteed 


to the publike Peace , may underſtand 
| how ready & willing weeare toconcurre 
with them in this pious and Chriſtian 


and thepreſent ſtate and condition of our 
affaires be ſuch, as that wee cannot per- 
forme ſuch ſervice initas is meet and re- 
quiſite , yet ſhall ourcarneſtprayers al- 
waics accompany thelabours and endea- 


{hall be employed therein : and we ſhall 
account that day molt happy, wherein we 
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worke. And though our meane abilities 


vours of thoſe reverend men who are or- 


{hall behold Brethren ( having buried all 
L ſtrites] 
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ſtrikes and contentions ) joyne hands and 
hearts,and dwell rogether inthe ſame Je- 
ruſalem; by this faſt and firme Commu» 
nion,anticipating (as it were) & foreact- 
ing here upon earth that everlaſting 
Unity and Concord which we 
{hall hereafter enjoy in 
Heaven. AMEN. 


